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President  Ford  Opens  Second  Phase 
of  Reporting  Reduction  Program 

Roye  L.  Lowry 

Statistical  Policy  Division,  Office  of  Management  and  Budget 


Text  of  President’s  Statements 

STATEMENT  BY  THE  PRESIDENT  ON  PROGRESS 
TOWARD  REDUCING  THE  NUMBER  OF  FEDERAL 
REPORTS,  JULY  23,  1976. 

Last  fall,  I  directed  the  Departments  and  Agencies 
of  the  Federal  Government  to  reduce  the  number  of 
repetitive  Federal  reports  by  10  percent  no  later  than 
July  1  of  this  year. 

OMB  Director  James  T.  Lynn,  who  has  been  car¬ 
rying  out  this  directive,  has  confirmed  this  morning 
that  our  goal  has  not  only  been  reached  but  ex¬ 
ceeded. 

As  of  October  31,  1975,  the  Departments  and 
Agencies  of  the  executive  branch  subject  to  the 
Federal  Reports  Act  were  employing  5,148  reports  to 
collect  information  from  the  public.  Today,  there  are 
a  total  of  4,504  forms  in  use.  That  reduction  of  over 
600  forms  represents  a  net  cut  of  12.5  percent  and  a 
very  important  first  step  toward  reducing  the  Federal 
burden  on  the  American  people. 

1  might  note  that  several  Agencies  in  the  Govern¬ 
ment  that  are  not  subject  to  the  Federal  Reports  Act 
have  also  made  significant  progress.  At  the  Treasury 
Department,  the  Internal  Revenue  Service  has 
achieved  a  net  reduction  of  724  forms,  or  a  31- 
percent  cut,  and  the  Bureau  of  Alcohol,  Tobacco 
and  Firearms  has  marked  up  a  25 -percent  cut  in  its 
reporting  system.  Among  the  independent  regulatory 
agencies,  the  Civil  Aeronautics  Board  has  cut  its 
reporting  forms  by  26  percent. 

Ordinarily,  this  news  today  would  be  warmly 
welcomed,  but  we  shouldn’t  try  to  fool  anybody. 
Many  of  the  forms  that  have  been  abolished,  while 


infuriating  to  those  who  had  to  fill  them  out,  are 
minor  in  character;  the  biggest,  most  intricate  forms 
remain  in  existence  and  must  still  be  cleaned  up. 

More  importantly,  as  we  have  proceeded  during 
the  past  year  in  cutting  the  number  of  Federal  re¬ 
ports,  the  estimated  number  of  hours  required  to  re¬ 
spond  to  Federal  reports  has  actually  increased. 

Greater  usage  of  the  Uniform  Settlement  Statement 
(HUD)  and  the  additional  reporting  associated  with 
the  Employee  Retirement  Income  Security  Act 
(Department  of  Labor)  added  over  6,400,000  hours 
to  the  reporting  burdens  placed  on  American 
people— especially  American  business— during  this 
same  period. 

I'his  development  is  totally  unsatisfactory.  The 
people  of  this  country  want  and  deserve  a  break  from 
the  growing  suffocation  of  Federal  paperwork. 

In  my  meeting  with  the  Cabinet  and  Agency  heads 
this  morning,  I  have  therefore  directed  that  we  set 
two  new  goals  for  ourselves : 

—  First,  1  am  directing  the  Departments  and  Agen¬ 
cies  subject  to  the  Federal  Reports  Act  to  cut  their 
total  reporting  requirements  by  7  million  hours  by 
the  end  of  fiscal  year  1977,  a  5-percent  reduction. 

—  Second,  I  am  asking  for  the  recommendations  of 
those  Departments  and  Agencies  for  ways  that  we  can 
cut  the  reporting  requirement  by  an  additional  20 
million  hours  by  the  end  of  fiscal  year  1978,  an  addi¬ 
tional  15 -percent  cut.  This  extra  time  would  permit 
legislative  proposals  to  be  made,  enacted,  and  im¬ 
plemented  to  help  reach  our  goal. 

NOTE:  The  statement  was  released  in  connection  with  the 
President's  meeting  with  Cabinet  members  and  agency 
heads  to  discuss  hu  directives  for  improving  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  government. 
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MEMORANDUM  FOR  THE  HEADS  OF  DEPARTMENIS 
AND  AGENCIES,  JULY  23,  1976 

I  his  morning  I  had  an  opportunity  to  review  the 
reports  abolished  as  a  result  of  your  efforts  in  recent 
months,  and  1  would  like  to  compliment  you  on  help¬ 
ing  me  make  some  progress  in  reducing  the  burden 
of  government  on  the  American  public. 

At  the  same  time,  I  would  like  to  ask  that  you  do 
much  more. 

It  seems  to  me  that  we  need  to  get  at  the  heart  of 
the  problem  in  another  way:  by  cutting  the  amount 
of  time  Americans  must  spend  filling  out  Federal 
forms  — rather  than  just  by  cutting  the  total  number 
of  forms. 

For  that  reason,  1  have  set  as  a  goal  a  cut  of 
7,000,000  hours  in  the  amount  of  time  spent  on  fill¬ 
ing  out  Federal  forms— or  to  put  it  more  succinctly,  a 
cut  of  5%  in  the  “burden”  we  impose  on  Americans 
by  these  forms.  I  want  to  see  this  accomplished  by 
September  30,  1977. 

In  addition,  I  want  you  to  take  a  good  look  at  the 
laws  which  require  reporting  from  the  public.  I  ex¬ 
pect  you  to  develop  some  suggestions  for  changes  in 
those  laws  which  would  further  reduce  this  burden. 
With  an  assist  from  improved  laws,  we  ought  to  be 
able  to  get  another  15-20%  reduction,  though  it  may 
take  longer. 

I  have  asked  Jim  Lynn  of  OMB  to  assume  leader¬ 
ship  of  this  project  and  he  will  be  contacting  you 
later  with  the  details  of  this  further  effort  to  reduce 
Federal  paperwork. 


Gerald  R.  Ford. 


Summary  of  First  Phase 

On  July  23,  1976  the  President  directed  James  T. 
Lynn,  Director  of  the  Office  of  Management  and 
Budget,  to  take  charge  of  the  second  stage  of  his  re¬ 
porting  reduction  program. 

The  President’s  goal  for  fiscal  year  1977  is  to 
reduce  by  5%  the  burden  of  public  reporting  as 
measured  by  the  time  required  to  complete  reports. 
This  is  roughly  7,000,000  hours  below  the  present 
estimate  of  the  reporting  burden  associated  with 
repetitive  rejerts  filed  with  agencies  of  the  Executive 
Branch  which  are  subject  to  the  Federal  Repiorts  Act . 
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The  President  looks  for  an  additional  reduction  of 
20,000,000  hours  (about  15%)  by  the  end  of  fiscal 
year  1978.  Much  of  this  will  require  legislation  to 
modify  present  legal  requirements  for  reporting  and 
recordkeeping.  The  President  expects  the  agencies  to 
formulate  legislative  propx>sals  to  achieve  this  goal 
during  fiscal  year  1977  and  have  them  ready  for 
transmittal  to  Congress  at  the  beginning  of  fiscal  year 
1978. 

The  President’s  program  also  includes  a  ceiling  on 
the  number  of  reports  for  each  agency  to  secure  the 
gains  recorded  in  the  first  phase  of  the  President’s 
program  which  saw  the  number  of  Federal  reports 
reduced  by  12.5%,  from  5,148  to  4,504. 

While  the  number  of  reports  declined  by  12.5%, 
the  reporting  burden,  as  measured  by  responses  to 
government  requests  for  information,  was  reduced  by 
6.3%. 

RepK)rting  burden,  as  measured  by  the  time  re¬ 
quired  to  complete  government  inquiries  rose  by 
2.6%. 

A  summary  of  the  first  phase  of  the  repwrts  reduc¬ 
tion  program  is  presented  in  the  tables  below. 
They  show  that  the  Executive  Departments  and  in- 
dep)endent  agencies,  made  substantial  efforts  to  cut 
the  public  reporting  burden  as  measured  by  the 
number  of  repwrts.  They  show  also  that  a  very  few 
reports  can  prevent  this  effort  from  being  translated 
into  burden  reductions  as  measured  by  repxuting 
hours. 

Tables  4,  5,  and  6  present  a  picture  of  the  re- 
p>orting  burden  as  classified  by  type  of  repmrt. 
Like  the  earlier  tables,  they  show  again  that  even 
a  dramatic  reduction  in  rep>orting  burden  does  not 
lead  to  concomitant  reductions  in  burden  accord¬ 
ing  to  other  measures. 

The  case  of  the  Uniform  Settlement  Statement  used 
by  HUD  is  a  particularly  ironic  case.  This  report, 
required  by  law,  was  severely  criticized  for  its 
burdensome  requirements.  Congfress  modified  the 
legal  requirements  relating  to  the  report,  the  agen¬ 
cy  substantially  reduced  it  in  size  and  complexity, 
but  an  increasingly  active  real  estate  market  nul¬ 
lified  these  burden -cutting  efforts. 

Before  modification,  usage  was  estimated  at 
1,000,000  p>er  year  with  an  associated  reporting 
burden  of  4,000,000  hours. 

After  modification,  in  an  increasingly  active 
market,  usage  was  estimated  at  2,500,000  p>er  year 
with  a  burden  of  5,000,000  hours.  Had  the  orig- 
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Table  1.  FINAL  REPORT -PRESIDENT’S  REPORTS  REDUCTION  PROGRAM 
AGENCY  INVENTORY  OF  FEDERAL  REPORTS -JUNE  30.  1976 


Department  or  Agency 


Agriculture . 

Commerce . 

Defense . 

Health.  Education,  and  Welfare . 

Housing  and  Urban  Development . 

Interior . 

Justice . 

Labor . 

State  . 

Transportation . 

Treasury . 

Agency  for  International  Development . 

Energy  Research  and  Development  Administration . 

Environmental  Protection  Agency . 

Executive  Office  of  the  President . 

Community  Services  Administration . 

Farm  Credit  Administration . 

Federal  Home  Loan  Bank  Board . 

Federal  Mediation  and  Conciliation  Service . 

Federal  Reserve  System . 

Foreign  Claims  Settlement  Commission . 

National  Foundation  on  Arts  and  Humanities . 

General  Services  Administration . 

National  Aeronautics  and  Space  Administration . 

National  Mediation  Board . 

National  Science  Foundation . 

ACTION . 

Railroad  Retirement  Board . 

Renegotiation  Board . 

Selective  Service  System . 

Small  Business  Administration . 

Smithsonian  Institution . 

Tennessee  Valley  Authority . 

U.S.  Civil  Service  Commission . 

U.S.  Commission  on  Civil  Rights . 

U.S.  Information  Agency . 

U.S.  International  Trade  Commission . 

Veterans  Administration . 

National  Gallery  of  Art . 

Interim  Compliance  Panel . 

National  Credit  Union  Administration . 

Overseas  Private  Investment  Corporation . 

Special  Action  Office  for  Drug  Abuse  Prevention . 

American  Revolution  Bicentennial  Administration . 

Committee  on  Products  and  Services  of  Blind  and  Severely 

Handicapped . 

Inter  American  Foundation . 

Pension  Benefit  Guaranty  Corporation . 

U.S.  Postal  Service . 

National  Academy  of  Sciences . 

National  Center  for  Productivity . 

Administrative  Conference  of  the  United  States . 

Commission  on  Review  of  National  Policy  Toward  Gambling. 
National  Commission  on  Libraries  and  Information  Science  .  . 


Repetitive  Reports 

Single-Time  Reports 

lerSl.  1975 

June  so,  1976 

October  SI.  1975 

June  SO.  1976 

794 

699 

55 

31 

574 

507 

88 

66 

2S4 

203 

14 

11 

961 

818 

250 

200 

299 

245 

22 

20 

328 

285 

26 

19 

166 

165 

12 

10 

269 

242 

36 

16 

31 

31 

2 

1 

284 

262 

47 

46 

138 

125 

4 

6 

28 

19 

31 

28 

1 

56 

54 

22 

12 

14 

12 

2 

1 

10 

1 

1 

12 

11 

5 

1 

20 

11 

1 

1 

1 

1 

20 

20 

3 

5 

68 

47 

1 

23 

22 

3 

3 

3 

58 

53 

16 

6 

36 

22 

10 

5 

122 

113 

4 

4 

24 

6 

20 

21 

3 

11 

9 

1 

22 

19 

4 

4 

151 

126 

7 

2 

2 

9 

9 

6 

8 

21 

18 

297 

272 

14 

8 

3 

2 
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inal  form  been  in  effect,  however,  the  burden 
would  have  been  10,000,000  hours. 

Table  7  shows  that  the  net  increase  in  report¬ 
ing  burden  is  directly  attributable  to  mandatory 
requirements  of  laws  which  are  designed  to  secure 
full  information  on  settlement  costs  from  home 
buyers  and  to  protect  the  rights  and  benefits  of 
workers  who  participate  in  private  pension  plans. 

These  summaries  of  the  results  of  the  first  phase 
of  the  President’s  program  make  it  clear  that  the 
Departments  and  Agencies  will  have  to  review 
carefully  present  management  techniques  and 
practices  in  order  to  achieve  the  new  goals  the 
President  has  set  for  fiscal  years  1977  and  1978. 
The  Director  of  the  Office  of  Management  and 
Budget  is  developing  new  guidelines  to  assist  them 
in  this  process. 


Table  2.  NUMBER  OF  REPETITIVE  REPORTS 


Required  From  October  1975  June  1976  Difference 

Individuals .  1,419  1,229  —190 

Business .  2,116  1,873  —243 

Farmers .  225  192  —33 

State  and  local 

governments .  998  804  —194 

Other* .  390  406  -f  16 

Total .  5,148  4,504  -644 


‘Includes:  nonprofit  organizations,  such  as  universities,  hospitals  and 
community  organizations,  as  well  as  professionals  and  professional  organiza¬ 
tions. 


Table  3.  MILLIONS  OF  RESPONSES 
(Repetitive  reports) 


Required  From 

October  1975 

June  1976 

Diff<  "rncc 

Individuals . 

233.4 

222.4 

-11.0 

Business . 

115.3 

119.2 

-F  3.9 

Farmers . 

16.4 

13.7 

-2.7 

State  and  local 

governments .  .  . 

51.0 

49.1 

-1.9 

Other . 

19.2 

11.2 

-8.0 

Total . 

435.3 

415.6 

-19.7 

Table  4. 

MILLIONS  OF  RESPONSES 

(Repetitive  Reports) 

October  1975 

June  1976 

Difference 

Applications. ... 

198.0 

197.3 

-0.7 

Program  evaluation 

and  other  manage- 

ment  reports  .  . 

169.8 

135.7 

-34.1 

Statistical  surveys 

39.4 

38.8 

-0.6 

Recordkeeping .  . 

12.5 

22.5 

+  10.0 

Other . 

15.6 

21.3 

+  5.7 

Total .... 

435.3 

415.6 

-19.7 

Table  5.  NUMBER  OF  REPETITIVE  REPORTS 


October  1975 

June  1976 

Difference 

Applications . 

1,275 

1,177 

-98 

Program  evaluation 
and  other  manage- 

ment  reports . 

2,283 

1,862 

-421 

Statistical  surveys  .  .  . 

1,206 

1,039 

-167 

Recordkeeping  re- 

quirements . 

208 

215 

+  07 

Other . 

176 

211 

+  35 

Total . 

5,148 

4,504 

-644 

Tables.  MILLIONS  OF  REPORTING  HOURS 
(Repetitive  Reports) 


October  1975 

June  1976 

Difference 

Applications . 

54.6 

55.1 

+  0.5 

Program  evaluation 
and  other  manage- 

ment  reports . 

52.7 

52.7 

Statistical  reports  .  .  . 

14.0 

14.7 

+  0.7 

Recordkeeping  re- 

quirements . 

6.2 

6.6 

+  0.4 

Other . 

7.4 

9.4 

+  2.0 

Total . 

134.9 

138.5 

+  3.6 

Table  7.  MILLIONS  OF  REPORTING  HOURS 
(Repetitive  Reports) 


Required  From  October  1975  June  1976  Difference 

Individuals .  63.0  61.9  —1.1 

Business .  38.4  44.1  *  +  5.7 

Farmers .  4.7  4.7  . 

State  and  local 

governments .  22.8  23.1  -♦-0.3 

Other .  6.0  4.7  -1.3 

Total .  134.9  138.5  -F  3.6 


'  Three  reports  more  than  offset  the  savings  made  by  eliminating  reports: 

OMB  No.  63-R1501  —  t/ni/orm  Settlement  Statement  required  by  law  for 
each  real  estate  transaction  involving  a  Federally  guaranteed  mortgage.  Al¬ 
though  Ckmgresi  modified  the  legal  requirements  relating  to  this  report  and 
the  Department  modified  the  content  of  the  repon  to  make  it  less  burden¬ 
some.  anticipated  usage  has  increased  from  1.000.000  to  2.500.000  per  year 
which  led  to  an  increase  of  1.000.000  hours  in  the  estimated  annual  report¬ 
ing  burden. 

OMB  No.  44-R1596-Plan  Description  Report  required  by  the  Employee 
Retirement  Income  Security  Act  as  originally  used  required  an  estimated 
4.650.000  hours  in  reporting  burden.  In  September  1975.  a  temporary  stop¬ 
gap  was  substituted.  This  provided  only  basic  identifying  information  and  re¬ 
quired  an  estimated  300.000  hours  of  reporting  lime  annually.  ITie  revised 
form,  designed  to  provide  the  minimum  information  required  by  law.  was  in¬ 
troduced  in  January  1976.  I'hough  a  substantial  reduction  from  the  original 
report,  it  shows  as  an  increase  of  1.200.000  reporting  hours  over  the  stopgap 
report  which  existed  in  October  1975. 

OMB  No.  44-R1604  — .4nnua/  Status  Report  —  Employee  Retirement 
Plans  is  a  joint  Labor -IRS  form  designed  to  meet  the  requirements  of  Section 
104  and  Section  6058  of  the  Employee  Retirement  Income  Security  Act.  Esti¬ 
mated  reporting  time  is  4.200.000  hours  annually.  It  would  have  been  larger 
had  not  the  two  agencies  cooperated  in  developing  a  single  report . 

lliere  are.  of  course,  other  reporting  burden  increases  as  tvell  as  decreases 
in  the  business  category,  but  these  three  reports  are  the  organic  factors  lead¬ 
ing  to  the  overall  increase. 
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Developing  Plans  and  Setting  Priorities 
in  Statistical  Systems* 

Joseph  w.  Duncan 

Deputy  Associate  Director  for  Statistical  Policy  Office  of  Management  and  Budget 


The  administrators  of  statistical  programs  are  con¬ 
tinually  under  pressure  to  provide  more  comprehen¬ 
sive  data  in  a  more  timely  fashion  and  with  improved 
accuracy.  These  administrators  are  also  faced  with 
limitations  on  the  financial  and  professional  personnel 
resources  available  to  meet  these  numerous  demands. 
Inevitably,  the  conflict  between  pressures  for  statis¬ 
tical  improvements  and  limitations  on  resources  re¬ 
quires  the  administrator  to  set  priorities  and  to 
develop  plans  for  the  improvement  of  statistical  pro¬ 
grams  under  his  jurisdiction. 

For  the  administrators  of  relatively  small  statistical 
agencies  making  trade-offs  among  various  programs  is 
relatively  simple  because  they  have  detailed  knowl¬ 
edge  of  their  total  data  program  and  the  number  of 
trade-offs  to  be  made  is  limited.  Nevertheless  even 
the  small  agency  head  must  make  difficult  choices. 
For  larger  agencies  and  for  central  statistical  offices 
concerned  with  the  entire  spectrum  of  governmental 
statistical  programs,  the  problems  of  establishing 
priorities,  making  trade-offs  and  implementing  long- 
range  programs  are  even  more  difficult. 

The  objective  of  this  paper  is  to  review  some  of  the 
elements  of  priority  setting  as  they  relate  to  planning 
statistical  progp’ams  with  the  premise  that,  no  matter 
what  size  the  statistical  agency,  the  value  of  careful 
planning  and  priority  setting  is  sufficiently  great  to 
justify  the  allocation  of  scarce  resources  to  the  plan¬ 
ning  process  itself  in  order  to  increase  the  efficiency 
and  effectiveness  of  statistical  programs.  After  dis¬ 
cussing  the  process  of  priority  setting,  the  paper  pro¬ 
poses  the  use  of  a  planning  framework  for  making 
critical  decisions  about  the  form  and  character  of 
statistical  programs. 


'Prepared  for  the  40th  Session  of  the  International  Sta¬ 
tistical  Institute,  held  in  Warsaw,  Poland,  September  1-9, 
1975.  Contributions  to  the  preparation  of  this  paper  were 
made  by  Robert  W.  Raynsford  of  the  Statistical  Policy 
Division. 


The  Needs  for  Setting  Priorities 

Every  time  a  budget  is  established  or  a  decision  is 
made  to  revise  a  particular  statistical  program  there  is 
an  implicit  statement  of  a  change  in  priorities  over 
previous  programs. 

All  statistical  agencies  have  limited  resources  in 
terms  of  skilled  manpower,  computer  time  and  ca¬ 
pacity.  available  budget,  and  the  willingness  of 
respondents  to  voluntarily  provide  the  information  re¬ 
quired  to  establish  statistical  series.  Hence  priority 
setting  is  especially  important. 

Typically,  statistical  series  and  statistical  programs 
evolve  in  episodic  fashion.  A  particular  problem  or 
crisis  is  evident;  policymakers  or  analysts  determine 
an  immediate  need  for  measuring  some  aspects  of  the 
crisis;  a  statistical  collection  effort  is  initiated. 

Because  of  the  episodic  evolution  of  statistical  pro¬ 
grams,  there  is  substantial  justification  for  careful 
consideration,  on  a  periodic  basis,  of  the  priorities 
represented  by  the  allocation  of  resources  to  existing 
and/or  to  proposed  statistical  programs.  In  setting 
priorities,  the  administrator  of  statistical  programs  is 
typically  faced  with  a  difficult  environment.  After  a 
statistical  program  is  established,  the  pressures  from 
the  user  community  for  improved  accuracy,  timeli¬ 
ness.  greater  detail  and  specialized  applications  are 
very  great.  The  statistician  knows  that  historical  con¬ 
tinuity  of  a  series  is  crucial  to  much  effective  analysis. 
Consequently,  there  is  a  natural  inertia  associated 
with  statistical  programs;  the  pressure  is  to  avoid 
changes  in  existing  programs  or  the  discontinuance  of 
familiar  or  widely -used  series. 

Nevertheless,  as  the  President’s  Commission  on  Fed¬ 
eral  Statistics  in  the  United  States  argued  in  1970 


*  Federal  Statistics,  Report  of  the  President’s  Commis¬ 
sion,  Vols.  1  and  2,  U.S.  Government  Printing  Office,  Stock 
Number  4000-0269,  1971.  See  especially  pages  158-170. 
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the  need  for  program  review,  audit,  and  priority  set¬ 
ting  is  essential  to  effective  management  of  statistical 
systems. 

The  Process  of  Setting  Priorities 

At  a  general  level  it  is  relatively  easy  to  describe 
the  process  of  setting  priorities  in  statistical  systems. 
The  tasks  involved  are : 

1.  Assessment  of  needs  for  data  and  statistical 
series  including  consideration  of  the  data  require¬ 
ments  to  be  met  through  single  surveys  and/or 
studies. 

2.  Analysis  of  alternative  methodologies  for 
meeting  the  needs; 

3.  Selection  of  an  optimum  methodology  for 
meeting  the  needs ; 

4.  Establishment  of  priorities  among  competing 
needs  or  requirements. 

A  few  general  commeilts  about  each  of  these  steps 
will  illustrate  the  process. 

Assessment  of  Needs.  —  Statistical  programs  are 
needed  to  address  many  areas  including:  (1)  agency 
and  system -wide  objectives  for  general  statistics;  (2) 
issues  facing  policymakers;  (3)  Congressional  re¬ 
quirements  and  (4)  data  needed  by  problem  analysts 
in  both  the  public  and  private  sectors.  Needed  quali¬ 
ty,  level  of  detail,  timeliness  and  frequency  must  be 
considered  in  delimiting  data  needs. 

It  is  useful  to  work  with  users  and  producers  of  sta¬ 
tistics,  advisory  committees  representing  research, 
business  and  labor,  and  special  review  commissions  in 
order  to  fully  articulate  and  evaluate  these  needs  or 
perceived  deficiencies. 

Analysis  of  Alternative  Methodologies.  —Once  spe¬ 
cific  data  needs  are  identified,  the  next  task  is  deter¬ 
mining  the  methodology  for  meeting  these  needs.  Al¬ 
ternatives  may  involve:  1)  modification  of  an  existing 
data  collection  effort,  either  through  modifying  ad¬ 
ministrative  records  or  survey  collection  instruments; 
2)  initiation  of  a  whole  new  single -purpose  data  col¬ 
lection  effort;  3)  coordination  of  more  than  one 
identified  need  into  a  new  data  collection  effort; 
and/or  4)  development  of  procedures  for  making  es¬ 
timates  by  utilizing  existing  statistical  series. 

Much  of  the  analysis  of  alternative  approaches  is 
constrained  by  resource  considerations,  such  as 
available  funds,  respondent  cooperativeness,  and 
judgments  of  professional  personnel.  Often  pilot  ef¬ 


forts  are  undertaken  before  a  final  judgment  is  made 
concerning  the  most  appropriate  way  to  proceed. 

Selection  of  an  Optimum  Methodology. —After 
various  approaches  are  considered  and  evaluated, 
typically  the  recommended  approach  is  a  compromise 
among  ideal  objectives  of  accuracy,  coverage,  timeli¬ 
ness,  etc.  The  optimum  choice  is  the  result  of  judg¬ 
ments  concerning  feasibility  and  desirability. 

Setting  Priorities  Among  Programs.  —  Once  the  ad¬ 
ministrator  of  a  statistical  agency  has  identified  needs 
and  selected  the  optimiun  approach  to  be  used  to 
meet  the  needs,  he  is  faced  with  the  challenge  of 
evaluating  the  relative  importance  of  various  series. 
Actually  the  task  is  much  more  complex  than  simply 
ranking  the  importance  of  series  since  determination 
of  priorites  means  not  only  making  choices  on  which 
data  are  to  be  collected  but  also  on  quality,  level  of 
detail,  and  frequency  (the  same  characteristics  asso¬ 
ciated  with  needs  assessment  and  selection  of  meth¬ 
od)  .  The  existence  of  a  particular  series,  for  exam¬ 
ple,  may  be  considered  a  lower  priority  than  making 
improvements  in  another  series;  hence,  it  is  appro¬ 
priate  to  view  the  entire  process  of  needs  assessment, 
methodology  evaluation,  and  priority  setting  as  an 
interactive  process  with  trade-offs  made  at  all  stages. 

Thus,  the  techniques  used  to  make  these  trade-offs 
are  central  to  the  decision  process.  Several  techniques 
merit  discussion,  they  are : 

1.  Classical  cost /benefit  analysis 

2.  Efficiency  cost/benefit  analysis 

3.  Program  management  input  analysis 

4.  Priority  categories 

5.  Incrementalism 

6.  Baseline  review 

These  techniques  are  not  mutually  exclusive,  that  is, 
there  is  some  overlap  both  in  theory  and  application 
of  them.  Further,  this  disucssion  is  not  presented 
with  any  ranking  of  preference  or  utility. 

Classical  Cost /Benefit  Analysis 

The  classical  operations  research  method  of  estab¬ 
lishing  priority  rankings— the  cost /benefit  analysis  — is 
subject  to  significant  problems  when  applied  to  statis¬ 
tical  programs.  Benefits  must,  of  course,  be  associ¬ 
ated  with  the  uses  of  the  outputs  of  statistical  pro¬ 
grams,  that  is,  the  application  of  specific  statistical 
series  and  publications.  Unfortunately,  all  the  uses  and 
users  cannot  be  known  for  general  purpose  statistics. 
Even  for  those  uses  and  users  which  can  definitely  be 
identified,  measurement  of  the  usefulness  of  the  data 
to  them  is  extremely  difficult. 
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It  is  known,  for  example,  that  economic  policymak¬ 
ers  rely  partially  on  the  quarterly  Gross  National  Prod¬ 
uct  estimates  in  making  decisions  concerning  mone¬ 
tary  and  fiscal  policy.  Improved  quality  could  lead  to 
different  and  better  decisions  which  can  have  an  im¬ 
pact  on  real  growth,  unemployment,  and  inflation.  It 
is  virtually  impossible,  however,  to  associate  specific 
quantitative  impacts,  or  expected  values  of  quantita¬ 
tive  impacts,  with  any  given  improvement  in  data 
quality.  The  benefit  is  essentially  non -quantifiable  in 
the  ordinary  sense  of  direct  and  indirect  benefits. 

For  statistics  used  in  the  administration  of  specific 
programs  it  is  often  possible  to  make  the  case  that  a 
certain  minimum  level  of  data  is  essential  for  pro¬ 
gram  management;  however,  the  effect,  at  the  mar¬ 
gin,  of  improvement  in  these  statistics  is  hard  to 
qualify  in  pure  benefit  terms.  The  decisionmaker 
simply  believes  or  “feels”  that  final  decisions  would  be 
improved.  Hence  the  benefit  side  of  the  cost /benefit 
equation  is  typically  unobtainable  for  statistical  pro¬ 
gram  evaluation. 

Efficiency  Cost  / Benefit  Analysis 

In  cases  where  statistical  series  are  employed  to  de¬ 
termine  entitlements  or  distributions  of  program  ben¬ 
efits,  it  is  sometimes  possible  to  undertake  an 
efficiency -oriented  analysis.  A  recent  example,  in 
which  this  type  of  analysis  was  applied  relates  to  con¬ 
sideration  of  improving  data  quality  for  the  Com¬ 
prehensive  Employment  and  Training  Act  of  1973. 
This  legislation  constitutes  the  single  most  important 
manpower  training  effort  to  which  U.S.  government 
funds  are  devoted.  A  great  deal  of  discretion  in  pro¬ 
gram  design  is  delegated  to  States  and  other  local 
governments,  and  funds  are  distributed  to  these 
governments  on  the  basis  of  a  formula  in  which  the 
number  of  unemployed  persons  is  an  important  fac¬ 
tor.  In  this  situation,  it  was  possible  to  calculate  the 
impact  of  improving  the  quality  of  unemployment 
estimates  on  allocating  funds  more  precisely  (as  in¬ 
tended  in  the  law) .  The  expected  reduction  in  faulty 
allocation  was  viewed  as  an  efficiency  benefit  which 
was  compared  to  the  costs  of  the  improved  statistics. 

The  difficulty  with  using  such  an  efficiency  crite¬ 
rion  on  a  more  general  level  is  the  necessity  of  mak¬ 
ing  judgments  concerning  the  relative  importance  of 
individual  social  or  economic  programs  —  a  task  which 
is  not  appropriately  the  responsibility  of  the  ad¬ 
ministrator  of  a  statistical  agency.  Further,  this 
analysis  is  only  partial  since  it  does  not  include  the 
general  purpose  uses  of  the  statistics  in  the  considera¬ 
tion  of  efficiency  of  the  specified  program.  In  the 


case  cited,  for  example,  there  were  many  other  uses 
of  the  basic  unemployment  statistics  which  were  the 
subject  of  consideration. 

Program  Management  Impact  Analysis 

Governments  spend  a  significant  portion  of  nation¬ 
al  income  on  programs  which  provide  products,  serv¬ 
ices,  and  transfer  payments  to  individuals  and  institu¬ 
tions.  Statistics  provide  support  for  setting  broad  pro¬ 
gram  objectives.  An  adequate  statistical  or  informa¬ 
tional  base  can  be  a  major  influence  in  directing  gov¬ 
ernment  funds  into  uses  with  positive  benefits,  in 
terms  of  meeting  objectives,  and  away  from  uses 
where  no  clear  benefit  may  be  established. 

One  example  of  the  way  in  which  the  existence  of 
a  statistical  base  may  influence  a  major  program 
relates  to  the  program  of  Federal  grants  to  states  for 
the  construction  of  hospital  facilities.  Because 
statistics  were  available  on  the  total  number  of 
hospital  beds  (which  is  a  rough  measure  of  hospital 
capacity— supply)  and  the  total  requirements  for 
beds  (demand) ,  it  became  obvious  after  a  construc¬ 
tion  program  had  been  in  operation  for  a  number  of 
years  that  the  overall  need  for  additional  hospital 
capacity  had  virtually  ceased  to  exist,  and  that  pat¬ 
terns  of  construction  should  be  changed  to  eliminate 
imbalances  in  selected  areas  where  an  imbalance  be¬ 
tween  supply  and  demand  continued  to  exist.  In 
other  words,  the  need  for  the  program  was  largely 
past;  appropriate  action  was  taken  substantially  to 
reduce  it.  The  program  impact  of  the  statistics 
relative  to  their  cost  was  obviously  very  large,  even 
though  it  would  not  be  possible  to  calculate  a  cost/ 
benefit  ratio  in  the  formal  sense. 

The  essential  point  in  program  management - 
related  statistics  is  that  the  benefits  of  the  statistical 
program  cannot  be  separated  from  the  benefits,  how¬ 
ever  measured,  of  the  program  they  support.  In  the 
case  of  the  hospital  construction  program,  data  were 
developed  to  measure  the  specific  need  for  additional 
hospital  capacity.  Program  benefits  such  as  improved 
comfort  and  health  care  were  expected  when  capacity 
was  increased  until  basic  needs  were  met.  These  pro¬ 
gram  benefits  were  made  possible  by  the  construction 
program  but  the  statistics  which  pointed  to  the  need 
brought  no  benefits  independent  of  those  associated 
with  the  construction  program  itself.  In  fact,  the 
value  of  the  statistics  was  viewed  solely  on  the  basis  of 
savings  in  unnecessary  construction  —  a  partial  analysis 
of  benefit,  even  from  a  program  point  of  view. 

Continuation  of  the  statistical  program  can  be  jus¬ 
tified  on  the  basis  of  needs  for  decision  information 
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even  though  the  total  impact  on  construction  savings 
may  not  be  realized  for  several  years.  However,  if  the 
priority  setting  only  considers  the  construction  cost 
impact,  the  statistical  program  may  not  be  a  continu¬ 
ing  need  in  the  view  of  the  program  agency  adminis¬ 
trator. 

This  situation  typically  applies  to  measuring  the 
benefits  of  statistical  programs  associated  with  pro¬ 
gram  management.  These  relationships  place  definite 
limits  on  the  extent  to  which  either  cardinal  or  or¬ 
dinal  rankings  can  be  developed  among  choices  in 
the  support  of  statistical  programs  required  for  pro¬ 
gram  management. 

Priority  Categories 

Certain  statistical  programs  appear  to  fall  into  pri- 
oilty  categories  which  have  sf>ecial  claims  to  funding. 

Statistical  programs  which  are  directly  legislated, 
such  as  the  conduct  of  a  Census  of  Agriculture  in  a 
particular  year  or  of  major  surveys,  for  example,  a  sur¬ 
vey  of  the  number  of  children  in  poverty  by  State  as  re¬ 
quired  by  the  U.S.  Congress  in  the  educational 
amendments  of  1974,  are  illustrative.  These  programs 
have  an  absolute  priority  in  the  sense  that  the  statis¬ 
tical  activities  are  sp>eciiied  in  law. 

The  Legfislative  Branch,  however,  while  defining 
the  intent  and  broad  outline  of  coverage,  typically 
and  appropriately  does  not  spell  out  the  detail.  Many 
choices  involving  levels  of  detail,  quality,  and  fre¬ 
quency  of  collection  remain  for  the  technical  experts 
to  resolve.  It  is  important  to  note  that  the  Legislative 
Branch,  in  framing  legislation  which  requires  data 
collection,  is  involved  in  an  important  aspect  of  pri¬ 
ority  setting. 

Another  priority  category  which  should  be  consid¬ 
ered  is  the  next  increment  toward  fulfillment  of  es¬ 
tablished  multi-year  objectives.  Once  initial  funding 
has  been  secured,  the  funding  of  successive  years  of 
specified  programs  have  a  priority  claim  associated 
with  the  need  to  carry  the  program  to  completion. 
An  example  of  such  a  program  is  the  development  of 
price  indexes  for  U.S.  exports  and  imports.  Once  ini¬ 
tiated,  this  activity  was  programmed  to  obtain  rel¬ 
atively  complete  coverage  of  traded  commodities  by 
extending  coverage  each  year  over  a  period  of  about 
five  years.  In  this  example,  while  discrete  benefits 
may  be  associated  with  each  year’s  increment,  there 
are  additional  benefits  to  be  associated  with  complete 
coverage.  The  initial  priority  analysis  should,  there¬ 
fore,  evaluate  the  five-year  program  as  a  whole.  In 
the  case  where  no  benefits  are  realized  until  the  final 
stage  is  in  place,  the  project  can  only  be  evaluated  as 
a  whole. 
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Furthermore,  sunk  costs  should  not  really  affect 
the  priority  ranking.  If  total  benefits  from  switching 
the  fimds  required  to  complete  a  multi-year  project 
to  another  program  are  greater  than  the  benefits  as¬ 
sociated  with  retaining  the  original  objective,  the 
funds  should  be  switched.  However,  this  is  often  one 
of  the  most  difficult  decisions  for  statistical  program 
administrators. 

Incrementalism 

A  sigpiificant  amoimt  of  statistical  program  im¬ 
provement  occurs  as  the  result  of  year-to-year 
changes  suggested  by  the  technicians  who  operate  the 
programs.  Resources  are  applied  to  improvement  of 
data  collection  technique,  processing  capability  or 
analysis  associated  with  data  programs.  In  terms  of 
priority  setting  there  frequently  is  no  consideration  of 
the  marginal  value  of  the  application  of  resources  to 
incremental  improvements  because  the  responsible 
decisionmaker  has  little  control  over  the  other  options 
for  use  of  the  resources. 

As  a  consequence,  a  significant  amount  of  priority 
setting  is  accomplished  on  an  ad  hoc,  implicit  basis. 
While  this  is  unsatisfactory  form  the  rational  view¬ 
point  of  overall  statistical  program  administration,  it 
pays  many  benefits  at  the  micro  level  in  that  profes¬ 
sional  pride  in  improvements  are  encouraged  at  the 
level  of  the  statisticians  who  operate  specific  pro¬ 
grams. 

Baseline  Review 

Recognition  of  the  episodic  evolution  of  statistical 
programs  led  the  President’s  Commission  on  Federal 
Statistics  in  the  United  States  to  recommend  strongly 
the  use  of  statistical  progprams  in  individual  statistical 
agencies.  Such  an  audit  would  include  a  review  of  the 
need  for  each  existing  statistical  program,  not  just 
proposed  new  programs.  The  Commission’s  checklist 
is  shown  in  Table  1  on  the  next  page. 

The  value  of  a  baseline  review  is  that  it  forces  a  re¬ 
consideration  of  the  basic  purposes  of  individual 
statistical  programs.  Previously  legislated  demands 
may,  after  the  passage  of  time,  be  unnecessary.  Old 
concepts  may  be  overtaken  by  new  technology  or  new 
procedures.  Independently  developed  programs  may 
now  be  suited  for  combination.  Assumptions  that  cer¬ 
tain  technical  problems  could  be  solved  may  have 
been  challenged  through  actual  experience,  with  the 
resultant  conclusion  that  the  technical  issue  is  intrac¬ 
table. 

Through  baseline  review  the  relative  costs  and 
values  of  individual  statistical  series  are  compared 
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Table  1.  A  PROPOSED  CHECKLIST  TO  USE  IN  MAKING  AN  AUDIT 


Item 


Sample  survey  Random 
facts  *  opinions  time 

sampling 


Statistical 

Quality 

Control 


Design  of 

Experi-  Laboratory 

ments  tests 


1 .  problems  to  solve ,  questions  to 

answer. 

2 .  purpose  of  sample ,  experiment . 

3.  sample  design,  experimental 

design. 

4.  population,  lot. 

5.  frame. 

6.  stratification. 

7.  replication. 

8.  sample  unit. 

9.  sample  size. 

10.  random  selection,  random 

assignment . 

1 1 .  classes  and  subclasses. 

12.  basic  characteristics. 

13.  experimental  factors. 

14.  experimental  units. 

15.  nature  of  the  data. 

16.  procedural  manuals. 

17.  quality  controls. 

18.  quantitative  controls. 

19.  random  variations, 

standard  error, 
experimental  error. 

20.  non-random  variations. 

21 .  data  collection  methods. 

22.  method  of  estimation. 

23.  data  tabulation. 

24.  decision  rules. 

25.  statistical  analysis. 

26.  interpretation  of  data. 

27.  presentation  of  results. 

28.  appraisal  of  study. 

29.  actions  taken. 

30.  execution  and  management. 

31.  pilot  tests,  pre-tests. 

32.  training. 

33.  staffing. 


'  "facts"  means  counts  or  measurements  including  numerical  judgmental  data  such  as  numerical  ratings. 
Source:  Federal  Statistics,  Report  of  the  President's  Commission,  1971,  p.  167. 
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with  each  other.  The  results  provide  a  basis  for  re¬ 
assessment  of  priorities. 

Baseline  review  is  a  major  task.  Hence  in  large 
agencies  it  is  often  applied  to  only  a  portion  of  the 
total  effort  and  only  infrequently  to  the  total  pro¬ 
gram.  Even  if  undertaken  for  an  entire  agency,  it  is 
unlikey  to  be  applied  at  the  same  time  to  all  of  the 
Nation’s  statistical  programs.  Baseline  review  is  pro¬ 
bably  the  most  thorough  basis  for  priority  setting 
which  can  be  applied  to  statistical  agencies  at  this 
time. 

The  Need  for  Planning 

Ideally  the  process  of  priority  setting  requires  a 
broad  context  so  that  current  priority  setting  is 
related  to  long-range  needs  as  well  as  short-term 
issues.  This  suggests  the  importance  of  a  compre¬ 
hensive  plan  to  provide  a  context  for  priority” setting. 
For  statistical  programs  a  long  time  horizon  is  re¬ 
quired  because  many  statistical  efforts  require  a 
lengthy  gestation  period  associated  with  the  program 
design,  initiation  and  completion  of  the  collection  ef¬ 
forts,  compilation  and  analysis.  Further,  of  course, 
the  establishment  of  a  time  series  requires  a  number 
of  data  collection  points  in  order  to  provide  historical 
framework  for  analysis.  This  long  gestation  period  for 
statistical  program  means  long-range  planning  is  es¬ 
sential  to  the  cre''tion  and  establishment  of  meaning¬ 
ful  statistical  series. 

An  equally  important  dimension  of  planning  which 
is  associated  with  the  elements  of  statistical  programs 
is  the  need  to  recognize  the  interaction  of  data  re¬ 
quests.  For  example,  the  data  collection  of  statistics 
from  the  U.S.  Bureau  of  Mines  on  the  characteristics 
of  mineral  industries  is  closely  related  to  the  needs  of 
information  for  a  regulatory  agency  such  as  the  Fed¬ 
eral  Energy  Administration  as  well  as  to  the  needs  of 
the  Bureau  of  Economic  Analysis  for  estimating  coal 
production  as  required  for  estimating  that  industry’s 
contribution  to  the  Gross  National  Product.  Typically, 
the  res{K>ndents  to  these  different  information  re¬ 
quests  are  the  same;  therefore,  it  is  essential  to  create 
a  coordinated  data  collection  effort  to  meet  the  mul¬ 


tiple  responsibilities  of  the  different  agencies  that  re¬ 
quire  similar  information  without  placing  undue  bur¬ 
den  on  the  respondents. 

In  the  United  States  the  need  to  coordinate  data 
collection  efforts  and  to  reduce  the  reporting  burden 
on  the  public  is  explicitly  recognized  in  the  Federal 
Reports  Act  of  1942  and  the  Budget  and  Accounting 
Procedures  Act  of  1930,  which  require  a  coordina¬ 
tion  of  data  collection  efforts  to  eliminate  unnecessary 
duplication  and  to  provide  for  the  appropriate  ex¬ 
change  of  information  among  agencies  when  it  does 
not  violate  the  promised  confidentiality  of  the  in¬ 
dividual  records. 

Finally,  planning  is  essential  in  addressing  the  basic 
problems  of  coordination  in  a  decentralized  statistical 
system  such  as  exists  in  the  United  States.  The  roles 
and  functions  of  the  diverse  collection  and  analytical 
agencies  performing  statistical  functions  in  the  various 
departments  must  be  defined  in  relation  to  divisions  of 
responsibility  within  the  overall  statistical  system.  A 
comprehensive  plan  is  essential  to  provide  the 
benchmark  for  the  decisions  concerning  role  and 
function. 

Summary 

The  procedures  for  setting  priorities  among  statis¬ 
tical  programs  are  not  well  developed  at  this  stage. 
Due  to  the  general  purpose  characteristics  of  statis¬ 
tical  programs  it  is  difficult  to  deal  with  cost/benefit 
decision  models.  Because  of  the  episodic  nature  of 
private  and  public  decisionmaking,  the  needs  for  sta¬ 
tistics  evolve  in  a  very  uneven  fashion  on  the  basis  of 
diverse  pressures.  Because  of  the  existence  of  long 
standing  statistical  systems,  the  application  of  inten¬ 
sive  baseline  review  is  needed  before  sound  decisions 
can  be  made  concerning  the  effectiveness  of  individ¬ 
ual  programs. 

All  of  these  characteristics  underscore  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  establishing  a  well -articulated  plan  for  statis¬ 
tical  programs.  A  properly  articulated  plan  provides  a 
framework  for  the  analysis  which  is  required  for 
agency  and  system -wide  priority  setting. 
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CURRENT  DEVELOPMENTS 


INDUSTRIAL  PRODUCTION  INDEX  REVISION 

A  general  revision  of  the  Federal  Reserve  Board’s 
Index  of  Industrial  Production  has  been  completed, 
and  now  the  monthly  Industrial  Production  release  re¬ 
flects  these  revisions.  The  detailed  revisions,  which 
cover  the  period  since  1963,  show  somewhat  faster 
growth  and  since  September  1974,  a  sharper  decline 
and  recovery.  The  number  of  individual  series  com¬ 
bined  in  the  index  has  been  increased  from  227  to  235, 
and  a  number  of  additional  subgroupings  of  the  index 
have  been  developed  for  analytical  purposes.  The  re¬ 
vised  index  furnishes  more  detailed  and  comprehen¬ 
sive  information  for  industries  producing  motor  vehi¬ 
cles,  chemicals,  and  construction  products.  Additional 
and  more  direct  monthly  measures  of  energy  produc¬ 
tion  by  stage  of  processing  have  been  introduced. 

Summary  data  for  the  period  since  1963  appear  in 
the  article  entitled  “Industrial  Production  — 1976  Re¬ 
vision,”  Federal  Reserve  Bulletin,  June  1976,  pages 
470-479.  Reprints  are  available  from  Publications 
Services,  Division  of  Adminbtrative  Services,  Board  of 
Governors  of  the  Federal  Reserve  System,  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.C.  20551.  A  complete  series  of  revised  data  will 
be  published,  along  with  a  technical  description,  in 
Industrial  Production,  1976  Edition  to  be  published  in 
late  fall.  This  will  show  data  back  to  1919.  (Mary 
Hedda  Hillard,  research  and  statistics,  feder¬ 
al  reserve  board,  telephone  (202)  452-3897.) 

FIRST  WAGE  AND  SALARY  RATE  CHANGE 
DATA  FROM  NEW  EMPLOYMENT  COST  INDEX 

The  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  has  released  the  First 
measures  of  pay  change  from  its  new  Employment 
Cost  Index  (ECI) .  These  initial  ECI  statistics  are  per¬ 
centage  changes  in  wage  and  salary  rates  for  employ¬ 
ees  in  the  private  nonfarm  economy,  and  cover  the 
period  September  1975  to  March  1976.  Statistics  will 
be  issued  on  a  regular  quarterly  basis,  approximately 
two  months  after  the  survey  months  of  March,  June, 
September,  and  December. 

The  initial  release  provided,  in  addition  to  an 
overall  measure  of  wage  and  salary  change,  detail  for 
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eight  occupational  groups,  four  major  industry  divi¬ 
sions,  four  geographic  regions,  workers  covered  by  col¬ 
lective  bargaining  agreements  and  those  not  covered, 
and  workers  in  or  outside  of  metropolitan  areas. 

These  data  represent  the  first  stage  in  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  an  index  of  change  in  all  elements  of  compen¬ 
sation-wages  and  salaries  plus  supplementary  bene¬ 
fits— covering  the  total  civilian  economy.  Work  is  now 
underway  to  accomplish  the  expansion  to  this  coverage. 

The  Employment  Cost  Index  is  designed  to  measure 
changes  in  the  rate  of  compensation  of  a  standardized 
mix  of  labor  services,  much  like  the  fixed  weight  mar¬ 
ket  basket  of  the  Consumer  Price  Index.  It  will  thus 
provide  a  measure  of  pay  change  largely  unaffected  by 
the  employment  shifts  that  influence  most  existing  sta¬ 
tistical  series. 

The  Employment  Cost  Index  is  now  computed  from 
occupational  wage  and  salary  data  collected  quarterly 
from  approximately  2,000  establishments  represent¬ 
ing,  with  certain  exclusions,  the  occupational  employ¬ 
ment  composition  of  the  private  nonfarm  economy. 
The  major  exclusions  are  the  self-employed,  unpaid 
family  workers,  private  household  employees,  and 
workers  in  Alaska  and  Hawaii.  Except  for  the  self- 
employed  and  unpaid  family  workers,  these  exclusions 
are  temporary. 

Early  releases  of  ECI  data  will  show  percent  changes 
in  rates  of  pay.  After  sufficient  data  have  been  accu¬ 
mulated.  survey  results  will  be  presented  in  the  form  of 
index  numbers. 

Data  are  initially  issued  in  press  releases  that  are 
subsequently  reprinted  in  the  Bureau’s  periodical. 
Current  Wage  Developments. 

A  mailing  list  for  free  distribution  of  press  releases  is 
now  being  developed.  Address  requests  for  additions 
to  the  mailing  list,  as  well  as  for  descriptive  material 
on  the  ECI  program,  to  the  Office  of  Wages  and  In¬ 
dustrial  Relations,  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics,  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.C.  20212.  (Victor  J.  Sheifer,  bureau  of 
LABOR  STATISTICS.  DEPARTMENT  OF  LABOR,  telephone 
(202)  523-1508.) 
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CONFIDENTIALITY  ISSUES:  MERGING 
DATA  FILES 

The  Subcx>minittee  on  Confidentiality  Issues  of  the 
Office  of  Management  and  Budget’s  Interagency 
Committee  on  Statistical  Methodology  is  currently 
carrying  out  an  analysis  of  alternative  methods  of 
merging  information  in  different  data  files.  For  many 
statistical  and  research  purposes,  the  merging  of  exist¬ 
ing  information  available  in  various  data  files  offers  an 
attractive  and  economical  alternative  to  the  direct  col¬ 
lection  of  additional  information  from  the  individuals 
or  establishments  in  question.  When  the  possibility  ex¬ 
ists,  the  preferred  method  of  merging  is  usually  exact 
matching,  that  is,  combining  data  for  the  same  speci¬ 
fied  individuals  or  establishments  from  the  various 
data  sources. 

In  many  instances,  especially  since  passage  of  the 
Privacy  Act  of  1974,  there  are  statutory  and/or  regu¬ 
latory  constraints  on  the  use  of  exact  matching  tech¬ 
niques,  and  other  approaches  must  be  considered. 
This  is  also  true  when  two  or  more  of  the  source  files 
are  based  on  samples  which  have  limited  overlap,  so 
that  the  number  of  sample  imits  for  which  exact 
matching  can  be  done  is  insufficient.  In  such  cases,  al¬ 
ternative  techniques,  such  as  statistical  matching  or 
matching  of  micro-aggp'egates  must  be  considered. 

The  Subcommittee  is  compiling  information  on  cur¬ 
rent  uses,  advantages,  and  disadvantages  of  exact 
matching  and  alternative  techniques.  Findings  will  be 
evaluated  and  recommendations  developed  for  appro¬ 
priate  methods  of  disseminating  information  to  poten¬ 
tial  users  in  the  Federal  statistical  system. 

The  Subcommittee  would  welcome  information  on 
examples  of  alternatives  to  exact  matching  which  are 
being  used  within  the  Federal  government.  Please  call 
Daniel  Radner,  telephone  (202)  673-5644,  or 
Thomas  Jabine,  telephone  (202)  673-5727,  both  of 
whom  are  in  the  Office  of  Research  and  Statistics,  So¬ 
cial  Security  Administration. 

REVISED  CONSUMER  CREDIT  RELEASE 

The  Federal  Reserve  Board  has  revised  the  data  in 
its  G.19  statistical  release  to  reflect  the  recent  availa¬ 
bility  of  benchmark  information  for  several  major 
holders  of  consumer  installment  debt.  Finance  com¬ 
pany  information  has  been  adjusted  to  the  results  of 
the  quinquennial  survey  conducted  by  the  Federal  Re¬ 
serve  System  for  the  period  beginning  July  1970.  Data 
for  commercial  banks,  retailers,  and  auto  dealers  have 
been  revised  for  the  period  beginning  January  1975, 
based  on  new  benchmark  data  for  those  lenders. 
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The  revised  historical  data  are  available  upon  re¬ 
quest  from  the  Mortgage  and  Consumer  Finance  Sec¬ 
tion,  Board  of  Governors  of  the  Federal  Reserve  Sys¬ 
tem,  Washington,  D.C.  20551.  (JAMES  Pflueger, 
DIVISION  OF  RESEARCH  AND  STATISTICS.  FEDERAL  RE¬ 
SERVE  BOARD,  telephone  (202)  452-2458.) 

CONSUMER  CREDIT 

The  Bureau  of  Domestic  Commerce  in  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Commerce  has  released  a  new  publication. 
Consumer  Credit:  Factors  Influencing  Its  Availability 
and  Cost.  This  publication  underlines  the  tremen¬ 
dous  gprowth  of  consumer  credit  over  the  past  several 
years  and  the  increasing  awareness  among  consumers 
of  the  intricacies  involved  in  extending  credit.  It  also 
analyzes  the  three  principal  determinants  of  the  price 
level  of  credit  and  the  volume  of  funds  at  the  dis¬ 
posal  of  the  consumer.  These  three  factors  are  in¬ 
terest  rate  ceilings,  limitations  on  creditor  remedies, 
and  barriers  to  entry  in  the  consumer  credit  field. 
They  are  studied  in  this  publication  for  the  purpose 
of  identifying  and  analyzing  their  influence,  and 
ascertaining  if  changes  can  be  made  in  an  effort  to 
improve  the  flow  of  credit  to  the  consumer. 

Copies  of  the  report  may  be  purchased  from  the 
Superintendent  of  Documents,  U.S.  Government 
Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.C,  20402  for  $1.00. 
Single  copies  of  the  publication  are  available  for  of¬ 
ficial  use  from  the  Consumer  Goods  and  Services 
Division,  Office  of  Business  Research  and  Analysis, 
Bureau  of  Domestic  Commerce.  (WRAY  O.  Can- 
DILIS,  BUREAU  OF  DOMESTIC  COMMERCE.  DEPARTMENl 
OF  COMMERCE,  telephone  (202)  377-3793.) 

FIRST  ANNUAL  SURVEY  OF  POLLUTION 
ABATEMENT  EXPENDITURES  BY 
MANUFACTURES 

The  Industry  Division  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census 
has  recently  published  the  results  of  its  first  annual 
survey  of  pollution  abatement  expenditures  by  manu¬ 
factures  for  the  year  1973.  The  report  is  the  first  in  a 
series  which  will  be  conducted  annually.  Pollution 
abatement  is  broadly  defined  as  the  reduction  or 
elimination  of  pollutants  emitted  from  the  property 
or  activities,  including  prevention,  treatment,  and 
recycling  functions. 

Data  for  1974  were  published  in  June  1976  and  the 
1975  data  is  scheduled  for  release  in  November  1976. 
The  report  provides  tabulations  for  the  United  States 
at  the  2-,  3-,  and  4-digit  Standard  Industrial  Classi¬ 
fication  System  levels  and  geographical  tabulations  for 
States  and  Standard  Metropolitan  Statistical  Areas. 
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Within  these  geographical  presentations,  selected  2- 
digit  major  industry  groups  are  shown.  Data  are  pre¬ 
sented  on  the  amounts  of  total  new  capital  expendi¬ 
tures,  pollution  abatement  capital  expenditures,  an¬ 
nual  costs  for  pollution  abatement,  payments  to  gov¬ 
ernmental  units  for  sewerage  and  solid  waste  collec¬ 
tion,  costs  recovered  through  abatement  activities  and 
the  quantities  of  air  pollutants  removed  and  solid 
waste  disposed. 

These  estimates  are  derived  from  a  probability 
sample  of  approximately  19,000  manufacturing  estab¬ 
lishments  drawn  as  a  subsample  from  the  Annual 
Survey  of  Manufactures.  All  industries  are  repre¬ 
sented  in  the  survey  panel  with  the  exception  of  ma¬ 
jor  industry  group  2S,  Apparel  and  Other  Textile 
Products,  where  the  manufacturing  facilities  are 
typically  rented.  Over  90%  of  the  mailing  panel 
returned  the  report  form.  No  attempt  was  made  in 
1973  to  impute  data  for  nonrespondents.  Beginning 
in  1974,  estimates  will  include  imputes  for  nonre¬ 
spondents. 

Copies  of  the  publication.  Pollution  Abatement 
Costs  and  Expenditures  191i,  MA-200(73)-2,  may  be 
obtained  by  calling  (301)  763-5616  or  by  writing  In¬ 
dustry  Division,  Bureau  of  the  Census,  Washington, 
D.C.  20233.  (Wayne  M.  McCaughey,  bureau  of 
THE  CENSUS,  DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMERCE,  telephone 
(301)  763-5616.) 

PRECISE  FORMULA  FOR  PRIMARY 
INSURANCE  AMOUNTS 

The  Social  Security  Administration  has  recently 
published  a  staff  pa|>er  showing  how  the  primary  in¬ 
surance  amount  (PIA)  is  derived  from  a  worker’s 
average  monthly  wage  in  covered  employment.  Social 
security  old-age,  survivors,  and  disability  insurance 
benefits  are  based  on  the  PIA. 

The  paper  outlines  the  transition  from  approxima¬ 
tion  to  precision  in  calculating  the  PIA.  It  should 
help  answer  any  questions  concerning  the  present 
benefit  structure. 

Tables  in  the  report  present  the  formula  enacted 
in  1954  and  incorporate  modifications  to  reflect  bene¬ 
fit  increases  since  then. 

Single  copies  of  A  Precise  Formula  for  Primary  In¬ 
surance  Amounts,  Staff  Paper  No.  22,  DHEW  Pub¬ 
lication  No.  (SSA)  76-11857)  are  available  from  the 
Publications  Staff,  Office  of  Research  and  Statistics, 
Social  Security  Administration,  Room  1120,  Universal 
North  Building,  1875  Connecticut  Avenue,  N.W., 
Washington,  D.C.  20009.  The  report  can  also  be 


purchased  from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents, 
U.S.  Government  Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.C. 
20402,  Stock  Number  017-070-00283.  (Robert  E. 
Robinson,  social  security  administration, 

DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH,  EDUCATION,  AND  WELFARE, 
telephone  (202)  673-5576.) 

EXPANDED  MATERIALS  CAPACITY 
UTILIZATION  RATES 

The  Federal  Reserve  Board’s  capacity  utilization 
series  for  major  materials  has  been  expanded  to  in¬ 
clude  all  materials  components  of  the  Index  of  Indus¬ 
trial  Production. 

The  new  capacity  utilization  series  begpns  in  1967 
and  is  based  on  estimates  of  capacity  derived  from  a 
variety  of  sources  in  conjunction  with  the  production 
indexes  for  all  96  materials  series  in  the  Federal 
Reserve  Board’s  newly  revised  Index  of  Industrial  Pro¬ 
duction.  Total  materials,  which  include  a  variety  of 
finished  durable  materials  such  as  steel  mill  products 
and  various  parts  and  components  which  were  not 
represented  in  major  materials,  represent  about  two- 
fifths  of  industrial  production;  major  materials  rep¬ 
resented  less  than  one -tenth.  The  expanded  series 
thus  present  a  more  comprehensive  picture  of  cyclical 
movements  in  utilization  of  materials. 

A  detailed  description  of  the  methodology  used  in 
compiling  the  new  series  will  be  published  in  the 
Federal  Reserve  Bulletin  in  the  fall.  Publishing  on  a 
monthly  basis  of  monthly  and  quarterly  data  on  ca¬ 
pacity  use  for  nine  series  was  begun  in  July  in  the  In¬ 
dustrial  Production  Statistical  Release  (G.12.3). 
Quarterly  data  will  also  be  published  in  the  Federal 
Reserve  Bulletin.  Historical  data  for  the  period  since 
1967  are  available  from  the  Division  of  Research  and 
Statistics  of  the  Federal  Reserve  Board.  (Larry 
Forest,  division  of  research  and  statistics, 
FEDERAL  RESERVE  BOARD,  telephone  (202) 
452-2469.) 

SELECTED  CHARACTERISTICS  OF  STATE 
SSI  PROGRAMS 

The  Social  Security  Administration  has  released  its 
first  report  on  The  Supplemental  Security  Income 
Program  for  the  Aged,  Blind,  and  Disabled:  Selected 
Characteristics  of  State  Supplementation  Programs. 

The  Federal  Supplemental  Security  Income  Pro¬ 
gram  (SSI)  was  initiated  in  January  1974  and  is  ad¬ 
ministered  by  the  Social  Security  Administration.  It 
replaces  the  former  Federal  grants  to  States  for  aid  to 
the  aged,  the  blind,  and  the  permanently  and  totally 
disabled  in  the  50  States  and  District  of  Columbia. 
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Products,  and  Services  of  the  NCES,  1976  (136  pp., 
|2.05)  are  available  from  the  Superintendent  of  Docu¬ 
ments,  U.S.  Government  Printing  Office,  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.C.  20402,  Stock  No.  S/N  017-080-01562-5. 
(O.  Jean  Brandes,  national  center  for  educa¬ 
tion  STATISTICS,  DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH.  EDUCA¬ 
TION,  AND  WELFARE,  telephone  (202)  245-8812.) 

AVAILABILITY  OF  BALANCE  OF  PAYMENTS 
STATISTICS  REPORT 


The  SSI  legislation  also  provides  for  supplementa¬ 
tion  of  the  basic  Federal  payment  by  the  States. 
These  State  payments  are  required  by  law  to  main¬ 
tain  the  income  levels  of  former  assistance  recipients 
now  in  the  Federal  program  (“mandatory”  minimum 
State  supplementation)  and/or  they  may  be  provided 
at  State  option  to  raise  the  payment  levels  of  former 
recipients  or  the  newly  eligible  (“optional  State  sup¬ 
plementation”)  .  Additional  assistance  for  special  and 
emergency  needs  may  be  provided  at  State  option. 

Information  in  the  report  covers  selected 
characteristics  of  State  supplementation  programs  as 
of  January  1,  1975.  In  addition,  an  appendix  con¬ 
tains  information  for  those  States  which  reported 
changes  in  supplementary  payment  levels  since  Janu¬ 
ary  1,  1975.  The  report  focuses  on  eligibility  provi¬ 
sions  and  basic  levels  of  assistance  payments  for  per¬ 
sons  who  receive  supplementary  payments. 

Single  copies  of  The  Supplemental  Security  Income 
Program  for  the  Aged,  Blind  and  Disabled:  Selected 
Characteristics  of  State  Supplementation  Programs 
(DHEW  Publication  No.  {SSA)  76-11975)  are  avail¬ 
able  from  the  Publications  Staff,  Office  of  Research 
and  Statistics,  Social  Security  Administration,  Room 
1120,  Universal  North  Building,  1875  Connecticut 
Avenue,  N.W.,  Washington,  D.C.  20009.  The  report 
can  also  be  purchased  from  the  Superintendent  of 
Documents,  U.S.  Government  Printing  Office  (Stock 
Number  017-070-00284-6)  for  $1.65.  (ROBERT  E. 
Robinson,  social  security  administration, 

DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH.  EDUCATION.  AND  WELFARE, 
telephone  (202)  673-5576.) 

NCES  PROJECTS.  PRODUCTS.  AND 
SERVICES.  1976 

Projects,  Products,  and  Services  is  an  annual  guide 
to  statistical  information,  terminology,  and  systems 
developments  of  the  National  Center  for  Education 
Statistics  (NCEIS) .  It  describes  94  recent  and  current 
activities,  including  the  content  and  purpose  of  each 
project ;  resulting  reports,  computer  tapes,  and  other 
products;  and  related  services  available  to  the  public. 
NCES  staff  members  involved  in  the  various  activities 
are  identified.  The  activities  are  grouped  under  the 
following  headings:  Preprimary,  Elementary  and  Sec¬ 
ondary,  Higher,  and  Adult  and  Occupational  Educa¬ 
tion;  Libraries  and  Educational  Technology;  Dissem¬ 
ination  Services  and  Publications;  Standard  Termi¬ 
nology  Projects  and  Products;  and  Developmental 
Projects  on  data  and  survey  systems  and  on  special 
analysis  methods  and  procedures.  Copies  of  Projects, 


Our  readers  will  recall  that  the  Statistical  Reporter 
for  June  1976  featured  the  Report  of  the  Advisory 
Committee  on  the  Presentation  of  Balance  of  Pay¬ 
ments  Statistics.  Reprints  of  this  report  are  now 
available  from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents, 
U.S.  Government  Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.C. 
20402,  for  35  cents  a  copy.  Stock  No.  041-001- 
00126-3.  There  is  a  minimum  charge  of  $1.00  for 
each  mail  order. 

1975  BUSINESS  STATISTICS 

The  twentieth  in  a  series  of  biennial  volumes  of 
Business  Statistics  has  been  released  by  the  Bureau  of 
Economic  Analysis  of  the  Department  of  Commerce. 

Business  Statistics  1973  provides  historical  data  for 
the  2500  series  appearing  in  the  Survey  of  Current 
Business,  the  monthly  magazine  of  the  Bureau  of 
Economic  Analysis.  In  addition  to  data  on  the  na¬ 
tional  income  and  product  accounts  (which  reflect 
the  recent  benchmark  revisions),  the  volume  covers 
plant  and  equipment  expenditures,  balance  of  pay¬ 
ments,  business  sales,  inventories  and  orders,  prices, 
employment  and  unemployment,  construction,  bank¬ 
ing  and  finance,  foreign  trade,  transportation,  com¬ 
modities,  and  industries.  It  includes  a  section  of  ex¬ 
planatory  notes  which  define  terms,  gpve  sources  of 
data,  and  describe  methods  of  compilation. 

Business  SteUistics  1975  (392  pp.,  $5.10)  is 

available  from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  U.S. 
Government  Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.C. 
20402,  Stock  No.  003-024-01210-3.  (Leo  V.  Barry, 
Jr.,  bureau  of  economic  analysis,  department  of 
COMMERCE,  telephone  (202)  523-0769.) 

INDIVIDUAL  INCOME  TAX  RETURNS 

The  Internal  Revenue  Service  has  recently  released 
the  Preliminary  Report,  Statistics  of  Income  — 1974, 
Individual  Income  Tax  Returns.  This  report,  based 
on  a  sample  drawn  from  the  over  83  million  returns 
filed  during  calendar  year  1975,  provides  preliminary 
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estimates  of  taxpayers’  income,  exemptions,  deduc¬ 
tions,  and  tax.  Data  for  the  special  tax  rebate  for  1974 
and  for  nontaxable  returns  are  also  shown.  Informa¬ 
tion  is  classified  by  size  of  adjusted  gross  income  and 
marital  status.  Estimates  are  shown  for  the  Nation 
and  for  each  of  the  States.  More  comprehensive  sta¬ 
tistics  from  individual  income  tax  returns  will  be  pub¬ 
lished  in  the  complete  report  for  1974,  now  in  prepa¬ 
ration. 

Copies  of  the  26-page  Preliminary  Report, 
Statistics  of  Income  — 1974,  Individual  Income  Tax 
Returns,  may  be  obtained  from  the  Superintendent  of 
Documents,  U.S.  Government  Printing  Office, 
Washington,  D.C.  20402  for  $0.65.  (JACK  Blacksin, 
INTERNAL  REVENUE  SERVICE,  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE 
TREASURY,  telephone  (202)  964-6111.) 

AVIATION  SAFETY  STATISTICS 

The  Federal  Aviation  Administration  recently  pub¬ 
lished  a  study  of  aircraft  safety  statistics  titled.  An 
Analysis  of  Aviation  Safety  Information.  The  re¬ 
port  contains  an  analysis  of  accident  data  sources  and 
an  evaluation  of  safety  trends  for  general  aviation 
and  air  carrier.  The  actual  numbers  of  accidents  are 
compared  with  expected  occurrences  to  determine 
whether  there  are  significant  differences. 

Copies  of  the  41 -page  report  An  Analysis  of  Avia¬ 
tion  Safety  Information  may  be  obtained  from  the  In¬ 
formation  and  Statistics  Division,  AMS-200,  Federal 
Aviation  Administration,  800  Independence  Avenue 
S.W.,  Washington,  D.C.  20591.  (CAROLYN  ED¬ 
WARDS.  FEDERAL  AVIATION  ADMINISTRATION,  DE- 
PA  RIM  ENT  OF  TRANSPORTATION,  telephone  (202) 
426-3323). 

RECENT  UN  STATISTICAL  OFFICE 
PUBLICATIONS 

Recent  publications  of  the  Statistical  Office  of  the 
United  Nations  include  the  Yearbook  of  Industrial 
Statistics,  .  1974  and  the  Compendium  of  Housing 
Statistics,  1972-74.  Copies  may  be  purchased  from 
the  Sales  Section,  United  Nations,  New  York,  New 
York  10017.  Government  agencies  should  request  the 
discount  to  which  they  are  entitled  as  it  is  not 
automatically  gpven.  In  ordering,  please  use  the  sales 
numbers  and  prices  which  are  shown  as  part  of  each 
description  below. 

Yearbook  of  Industrial  Statistics  (formerly  The 
Growth  of  World  Industry).  1974  edition  Vol.  I  Gen¬ 
eral  Industrial  Statistics  (Statistical  Papers,  Series  P, 
No.  12  (Vol  I),  661  pp..  UN  Sales  No.  E.76.XVII.3. 


clothbound,  $30.00)  and  Vol.  II  Commodity  Produc¬ 
tion  Data  1963-1974  (Statistical  Papers,  Series  P,  No. 
12  (Vol.  II).  709  pp..  UN  Sales  No.  E.76.XVII.4. 
clothbound  $32.00)  are  the  eighth  in  a  series  of  an¬ 
nual  compilations  of  industrial  statistics.  Vol.  I  con¬ 
tains  data  for  101  countries.  The  following  items  are 
covered  for  each  branch  of  industry:  number  of  es¬ 
tablishments;  number  of  persons  engaged;  number 
of  employees;  wages  and  salaries  of  employees;  sup¬ 
plements  to  wages  and  salaries;  number  of  opera¬ 
tives;  wages  and  salaries  of  operatives;  manhours 
worked  by  operatives;  quantity  of  electricity  con¬ 
sumed;  gross  output;  value  added;  gross  fixed  capi¬ 
tal  formation ;  value  of  stocks ;  and  index  numbers  of 
industrial  production.  In  addition,  spiecial  tables  are 
included  on  the  growth  of  industrial  production  and 
employment  in  the  major  regions  and  in  the  world  as 
a  whole.  Vol.  II  presents  information  on  production 
in  201  countries  of  selected  industrial  commodities  in 
the  years  1965-1974.  Quantity  data  for  a  standard  list 
of  527  commodities  were  collected  by  questionnaire 
from  all  major  developed  countries  and  most  of  the 
developing  ones.  The  series  are  shown  on  a 
commodity-by-country  basis  and  are  arranged  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  International  Standard  Industrial 
Classification  (ISIC)  industry  groups  of  which  the 
commodities  are  principal  products.  All  branches  of 
mining  and  manufacturing  are  represented. 

Compendium  of  Housing  Statistics,  1972-74  (Sta¬ 
tistical  Papers,  Series  N,  No.  2.,  301  pp.,  UN  Sales 
No.  E/F.75.XVII.12.  Clothbound,  $18.00)  is  the 
second  issue  and  only  United  Nations  publication 
devoted  entirely  to  housing  and  related  statistics.  It  is 
prepared  by  the  Statistical  Office,  with  the  assistance 
of  the  Population  Division  and  in  cooperation  with 
the  Center  for  Housing.  Building  and  Planning.  For 
as  many  as  176  countries,  it  furnishes  information  on 
such  basic  aspects  of  housing  as  number,  type  and 
size  of  housing  units,  levels  of  overcrowding  and 
availability  of  essential  facilities.  To  provide  for  the 
interpretation  of  housing  information,  related  data  on 
population,  dwelling  construction,  the  cost  of  housing 
and  capital  formation  in  housing  are  included. 
Wherever  possible,  data  are  shown  according  to  a 
time  series  and  thus  permit  at  least  some  preliminary 
conclusions  to  be  drawn  concerning  trends  in  housing 
conditions.  Information  is  included  on  countries 
which  carried  out  a  housing  census  during  the  period 
1965-1974  and,  for  those  countries  for  which  infor¬ 
mation  was  available,  the  topics  investigated.  A  third 
issue  of  the  Compendium  is  planned  for  1978,  when 
additional  data  should  be  available  from  housing  cen¬ 
suses  carried  out  during  the  1970s. 
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This  index  for  Statistical  Reporter  lists  the  articles 
and  news  items  which  appear  in  the  issues  from 
January  through  June,  1976,  Nos.  76-7  through 
76-12.  The  listing  is  by  agency.  Where  more  than 
one  agency  was  involved,  the  article  is  listed  under 
each  agency. 

Agency  listing  are  under  headings:  For  example, 
LABOR,  DEPARTMENT  OF 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 

Entries  are  shown  by  month  and  page.  Feature  ar¬ 
ticles  are  shown  by  agency  as  well  as  in  a  separate 
section. 


Feat  ure  A  nicies  Pttgf 

Some  uses  of  sampling  in  the  1970  census  of 
population  and  housing  in  the  United  States  of 

America  (January) .  117 

Principal  Federal  statistical  programs  (February)  ...  141 

The  aging  of  the  baby  boom  cohorts  (March) .  161 

President’s  reporting  reduction  program  (April)  ...  185 

Review  of  standard  occupational  classification 

project  (April) .  190 

OMB’s  role  in  planning  and  coordination  of  Federal 

statistics  (May) .  205 

Report  of  the  Advisory  Committee  on  the  Presentation 
of  Balance  of  Payments  Statistics  (June)  .  221 

Release  date  schedule  for  principal  Federal  economic  in¬ 
dicators  : 

Schedule  for  February  (January)  .  139 

Schedule  for  March  (February) . 

Schedule  for  April  (March)  .  182 

Schedule  for  May  (April) .  202 

Schedule  for  June  (May) .  218 

Schedule  for  July  (June)  .  251 

Agency  Listing  P<sge 


ADVISORY  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  PRESENTATION 
OF  BALANCE  OF  PAYMENTS  STATISTICS 

Report  of  the  Advisory  Committee  on  the  Presentation  of 


Balance  of  Payments  Statistics  (June)  .  221 

AGRICULTURE,  DEPARTMENT  OF 
Economic  Research  Service: 

Population-migration  report  1960-70  (April)  ..  198 

ALABAMA,  STATE  OF 

Economic  abstract  of  Alabama,  1975  (April)  ....  198 


CANADA 

Canada  converts  to  metric  system  (April) .  198 

COMMERCE,  DEPARTMENT  OF 
Bureau  of  the  Census : 


Annual  demographic  supplement  (March  1975) 


(January)  .  126 

Bibliography  of  Census  Bureau  methodological 

research  (January)  .  132 

Implications  of  undercount  for  public  programs 

(Series  P-23,  No.  56)  (January)  .  128 

28th  Intergovernmental  statistical  seminar 

(June) .  244 

National  immunization  survey  (September  1974) 

(January)  .  127 

New  urban  atlases  available  (January)  .  134 

1975  Statistical  abstract  (January)  .  131 

Survey  of  food  stamp  recipiency  (April  1975) 

(January)  .  126 

Survey  of  languages  (July  1975)  (January)  ....  126 

Business  statistics : 

1972  Census  of  selected  service  industries : 

Architectural,  engineering,  and  land  surveying 

services  report  (SC72-S-5)  (March)  .  171 

Arrangement  of  passenger  transportation  report 

(SC72-S-6)  (March) .  171 

Hotels,  motor  hotels,  and  motels  report  (SC72-S-2) 

(March)  .  170 

Legal  services  report  (SC72-S-4)  (March)  171 

Miscellaneous  subjects  report  (SC72-S-8) 

(March)  .  171 

Motion  picture  industry  report  (SC72-S-3) 

(March)  .  170 

Non-regulated  motor  carriers  and  public  ware¬ 
housing  report  (SC72-S-7)  (March)  .  171 

1972  Census  of  retail  trade : 

Merchandise  line  sales,  U.S.  summary  (RC72-L) 

(March)  .  170 

Miscellaneous  subjects  (RC72-S-3)  (March)  .  171 

1972  Census  of  wholesale  trade  reports : 

Commodity  lines  sales  (WC72-L)  (March)  ..  170 

Petroleum  bulk  plants  and  terminals  (WC72-S-2) 

(March)  .  169 

Subject  statistics  (WC72-S-4)  (March) .  169 

Construction  statistics : 

1972  census  of  construction  industries-special  report 

(April) . 196 

Housing  statistics : 

The  annual  housing  survey  (June) .  239 

Industrial  statistics : 

First  annual  survey  of  plant  capacity  (March)  ..  169 

Population  statistics : 

1970  Childspacing  and  current  fertility 

(January)  .  127 
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Page 

County  population  estimates :  June  1,  1973  and  1974 


(June) .  241 

Economic  characteristics  of  the  metropolitan  and 
non -metropolitan  population:  1974  and  1970 

(January)  .  129 

Farm  wage  workers  survey  (December  1975) 

(January)  .  127 

Major  field  of  study  of  college  students :  October  1974 

(June) .  241 

Money  income  in  1974  of  families  and  persons 

(June) .  240 

National  school  enrollment  survey  (October  1975) 

(January)  .  127 

Population  estimates  of  metropolitan  areas,  1973 
and  1974  and  components  of  change  since  1970 

(June) .  241 

Poverty  data  in  1969  and  1959  for  states  and  local 

areas  (March) .  173 

Poverty  population :  1974  (June) .  242 

Projections  of  U.S.  population :  1975  to  2050 

(January)  .  130 

Survey  of  adult  education  (May  1975) 

(January)  .  126 

Survey  of  earnings  (November  1975)  (January)  127 

Survey  of  marital  history,  child  spacing,  and  future 
birth  expectations  (June  1975)  (January)  ...  126 

Survey  of  multiple  jobholding  and  premium  pay 

(May  1975)  (January)  .  126 

Bureau  of  Economic  Analysis : 

Business  capital  requirements  (March) .  172 

Deflating  defense  expenditures  (January)  .  132 

Economic  areas  of  the  United  States  (January)  125 

Industry  effects  of  government  expenditures 

(April) .  194 

Interindustry  transactions  in  new  structures  and 

equipment  (March)  .  172 

New  coincident  and  lagging  indicators 

(January)  .  125 

DEFENSE,  DEPARTMENT  OF 

Manpower  Research  and  Data  Analysis  Center : 

AFQT:  Historical  data  (1958-1972)  (March)  .  .  173 

Applicants  for  enlistment :  results  of  examination  for 
military  service  (FY  1972  and  1973)  (March).  173 

Recruiting  of  women  for  the  military  (March)  .  .  173 

FEDERAL  RESERVE  BOARD 

Industrial  electric  power  use  (April) .  195 

Revised  consumer  credit  release  (February)  .  149 

FLORIDA.  STATE  OF 

1975  Statistical  abstract  (March)  .  177 

HAWAII.  STATE  OF 

1975  State  data  book  (January)  .  135 


HEALTH.  EDUCATION,  AND  WELFARE. 
DEPARTMENT  OF 
Adminbtration  on  Aging : 

1974  Estimates  of  elderly  population  by  county 


(March) .  172 

National  Center  for  Education  Statistics: 

Advisory  council  on  education  statistics 

(January)  .  131 


Page 

The  condition  of  education,  1976  edition  (May).  210 
Directory  of  Federal  agency  education  data  tapes 

(May) .  210 

Public  Health  Service : 

Health  Services  Administration : 

Contracting  for  surveys  (February)  .  149 

National  Center  for  Health  Statistics : 

Current  listing  and  topical  index  to  the  vital  and 
health  statistics  series,  1962-1974  (March)  .  174 

Public  health  conference  on  records  and  statistics 

(March)  .  177 

U.S.  decennial  life  tables,  1969-71  (March)  .  .  173 

Vital  and  health  statistics  reports : 

Series  1  (Programs  and  collection  procedures) : 

No.  1 1  Health  interview  survey  procedure, 
1957-1974  (March)  .  174 


Series  2  (Data  evaluation  and  methods  research) : 


No.  67  A  study  of  the  effect  of  remuneration 
upon  response  in  the  health  and  nutrition 
examination  survey.  United  States 

(March) .  174 

Series  4  (Documents  and  committee  reports) : 

No.  17  The  analytical  potential  of  NCHS  data 

for  health  care  systems  (March)  .  174 

Series  10  (Data  from  the  health  interview 
survey) : 

No.  99  Prevalence  of  selected  impairments. 

United  States.  1971  (March)  .  174 

No.  100  Current  estimates  from  the  health 
interview  survey.  United  States,  1974 

(March) .  175 

No.  102  Acute  conditions,  incidence  and 
associated  disability.  United  States,  July 

1973-June  1974  (March)  .  175 

No .  149  Skeletal  maturity  of  children  6-11 
years:  racial,  geographic  area,  and 
socioeconomic  differentials.  United  States 

(March) .  175 

No.  151  Oral  hygiene  among  youths  12-17 

years.  United  States  (March)  .  175 

No.  153  Health  attitudes  and  behavior  of 
youths  12-17  years:  demographic  and 
socioeconomic  factors.  United  States 

(March) .  175 

No.  155  Eye  examination  findings  among 
youths  aged  12-17  years.  United  States 

(March) .  175 

Series  13  (Data  from  the  hospital  discharge 
survey) : 

No.  19  Utilization  of  short -stay  hospitals, 
summary  of  nonmedical  statistics.  United 
States,  1972  (March)  .  175 


Series  14  (Data  on  health  resources:  manpower 
and  facilities)  : 

No.  15  An  inventory  of  family  planning  services 
sites:  Institutional  characteriestics.  United 

States,  1974  (March)  .  176 

Series  21  (Data  on  natality,  marriage,  and 
divorce) : 

No.  26  Selected  vital  and  health  statbtics  in 
poverty  and  nonpoverty  areas,  of  19  large 
cities.  United  States,  1969-71  (March)  176 
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Social  Security  Administration : 

Activities  and  expenditures  of  preretirees 

(January)  .  128 

Bom  to  be  poor :  birthplace  and  number  of  brothers 
and  sisters  as  factors  in  adult  poverty  (June)  .  .  243 

CWHS  conference  (March)  .  177 

The  economic  cost  of  illness  revisited  (June)  ...  243 

Economically  dependent  persons  without  pension 

coverage  in  old  age  (January)  .  129 

Effect  of  financing  disabled  beneficiary  rehabilitation 

(February)  .  149 

Evaluating  vocational  rehabilitation  programs  for  the 

disabled  (January)  .  129 

Expenditures  for  hospital  care  and  physicians’s 
services :  factors  affecting  annual  changes 

(February)  .  150 

Income  of  the  newly  disabled ;  survey  of  recently 

disabled  adults  (January)  .  129 

Interaction  between  health  and  education 

(February)  .  150 

Medical  care  expenditures,  prices,  and  costs : 

background  book  (January)  .  133 

1973  Medicare  enrollment  report  (April)  .  197 

National  health  expenditures,  FY  1975  (June)  .  .  243 

New  compendium  of  health  care  outlays  (June)  .  243 

Payroll  taxes  under  social  security  programs :  cross¬ 
national  survey  (February)  .  150 

Private  health  insurance  in  1974 :  a  review  of  coverage, 
enrollment,  and  financial  experience  (June)  .  243 

Research  publications  catalog  (April) .  197 

Retired -worker  beneficiaries  affected  by  the  annual 

earnings  test  in  1971  (January)  .  128 

The  size  and  shape  of  the  medical  care  dollar 

(January)  .  125 

Social  security  in  the  coming  decade :  questions  for  a 

mature  system  (June)  .  243 

Social  security  programs  throughout  the  world,  1975 

(June) .  242 

Social  welfare  expenditures,  1950-75  (June)  ...  243 

State  and  county  supplemental  security  income  data 

(January)  .  128 

U.S.  earnings  distribution,  1969  (April)  .  195 

ILLINOIS,  STATE  OF 

Guide  to  Illinois  statistics  (June) .  245 

INTER-AMERlCAN  STATISTICAL  INSTITUTE 
Annual  session  of  IASI  Executive  Committee 

(June)  .  244 

Meeting  of  Coordinating  Board  of  COINS  (June)  .  244 

IOWA,  STATE  OF 

1974  Summary  of  vital  statistics  (April)  .  198 

Vital  statistics  index  (March) .  178 

LABOR,  DEPARTMENT  OF 

Manpower  grants  program  (April) .  197 

Manpower  research  and  development  projects 

(March) .  176 

Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics : 

Compilation  of  BLS  hourly  earnings  index  data 

(April) .  194 

Directory  of  labor  force  studies  based  on  the  current 
population  survey  (May) .  210 


Page 


1975  Employment  data  (March) .  166 

Handbookof  labor  statistics,  1975  (January)  .  .  .  132 

Jobseeking  methods  used  by  American  workers 

(March) .  168 

Productivity  indexes  for  selected  industries,  1975 

edition  (April)  .  195 

Revision  of  seasonally  adjusted  labor  force  series 

(March) .  166 

Safety  and  health  publications  (January) .  132 

MANAGEMENT  AND  BUDGET,  OFFICE  OF 

Addition  to  Richmond,  Va.  SMSA  (April) .  193 

The  aging  of  the  baby  boom  cohorts  (March)  ....  161 

Interagency  committee  on  statistical  methodology 

(March) .  167 

Labor  force  and  unemployment  standard  statistical 

estimates  (February)  .  148 

OMB’s  role  in  planning  and  coordination  of  Federal 

statistics  (May) .  205 

President’s  reporting  reduction  program  (April)  .  .  185 

Principal  Federal  statistical  progp-ams  (February)  .  141 

Review  of  standard  occupational  classification  project 

(April) .  190 

Some  uses  of  sampling  in  the  1970  census  of  population 
and  housing  in  the  United  States  of  America 

(January) .  117 

Standard  metropolitan  statistical  areas,  1975  revised 

edition  (April) .  193 

Statistical  Services,  1975  edition  (April) .  194 

Treatment  of  transition  period  for  data  published  on  FY 
basis  (March) .  167 

NATIONAL  SCIENCE  FOUNDATION 

Analysis  of  Federal  R&D  funding  by  function,  FYs 

1969-1976  (March)  .  177 

Charaaeristics  of  the  national  sample  of  scientists  and 
engineers,  1974:  Part  1.  Demographic  and  educational 

(May)  .  211 

Employment  of  academic  scientists  and  engineers  from 

January  1974  to  January  1975  (January)  .  133 

Expenditures  for  scientific  and  engineering  activities  at 
universities  and  colleges,  FY  1973  (January)  ...  133 

Federal  funds  for  research,  development,  and  other 
scientific  activities,  fiscal  years  1974,  1975,  and  1976 

(May)  .  211 

Graduate  science  education  report  (January)  ....  130 

Graduate  science  enrollment  in  fall  1975  (March)  .  176 

Industrial  R&D  expenditures  rise  in  1974  (March) ,  176 

Projections  of  degrees  and  enrollment  in  science  and 

engineering  fields  to  1985  (May) .  211 

Research  and  development  in  industry,  1973.  Funds, 

1973;  Scientists  and  Engineers,  January  1974 

(February) .  150 

Scientist  and  engineer  population  redefined,  Vol.  2. 

Labor  force  and  employment  characteristics 

(May)  .  211 

NEW  JERSEY,  STATE  OF 

Economic  report  (March)  .  178 

SOUTH  CAROLINA,  STATE  OF 

Statistical  abstract  (March)  .  178 
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TREASURY.  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE 
Internal  Revenue  Service : 

Automobile  credit  (April)  .  196 

Statisticsof  income:  1971  Corporations  (May)  .  212 

Statistics  of  income :  1973:  Corporations  (April)  197 

UNITED  NATIONS 

Bibliography  of  industrial  and  distributive -trade  statistics 

(March) .  178 

Directory  of  international /statistics  (March)  ....  179 

International  recommendations  on  statistics  of  the 

distributive  trades  and  services  (January)  .  135 

Standard  country  or  area  code  for  statistical  use 

(January) .  134 


Ptige 


UN  demographic  yearbook  1974  (April) .  198 

World  energy  supplies  1970-1973  (January) .  134 

World  energy  supplies.  1950-1974  (June) .  245 

Yearbook  of  construction  statistics  (January)  ....  134 

Yearbook  of  international  trade  statistics  1974 

(January) .  135 

Yearbook  of  national  accounts  statistics,  1974 

(March) .  178 


URBAN  AND  REGIONAL  INFORMATION  SYSTEMS 
ASSOCIATION 

URISA  annual  conference  (March)  .  177 


NEW  REPORTING  PLANS  AND  FORMS 


The  following  listing  gives  brief  descriptions  of  a 
selected  group  of  new  reporting  plans  and  forms  ap¬ 
proved  between  June  17  and  July  15,  1976  by  the  Of¬ 
fice  of  Management  and  Budget  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Federal  Reports  Act.  The  description  refers  to 
surveys  and  data  collection  programs  wich  are  just 
being  started  or  are  soon  to  be  started  so  results  are 
not  yet  available. 

Department  of  Agriculture 

Farmer  Cooperative  Service 

Rail  Car  Coordination  Among  Cooperatives  (single¬ 
time)  —The  Farmer  Cooperative  Service  will  conduct 
a  survey  of  27  farmer  cooperatives  that  presently  own 
or  lease  rail  cars  to  explore  the  possibility  of  coor¬ 
dinating  the  use  of  these  cars.  Factors  prompting  the 
survey  are:  (1)  Most  co-op’s  cars  are  used  only  on  a 
one-way  haul  basis  and  are  poorly  employed  during 
off-season  or  slack  periods  and  (2)  Small  cooperatives 
cannot  justify  ownership  or  leasing  of  cars  because  of 
their  small  valume  and  greater  seasonality  of  ship¬ 
ments.  This  survey  will  provide  the  first  opportunity 
for  cooperatives  to  interchange  information  on  types 
and  useage  of  their  rail  equipment.  (For  further  in¬ 
formation:  R.  J.  Byrne,  farmer  cooperative  serv¬ 
ice.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE,  telephone  (202) 
447-8888.) 

Financial  Structure  of  Cooperatives  (singjetime)  — 
The  Farmer  Cooperative  Service  will  conduct  a  survey 
of  nearly  4,000  farmer  cooperatives  to  determine  their 
financial  profile  during  1975-76.  The  data  collected 


in  this  survey  will  update  Farmer  Cooperative  Service 
Research  Report  25  which  covered  data  for  1969-70. 
Similar  data  were  published  for  1954  and  1962.  The 
survey  will  evaluate  the  capital  growth  of  cooperatives 
in  light  of  limitations  placed  by  vertical  integration, 
inflation  and  other  demands  for  capital.  (For  further 
information:  Nelda  GRIFFIN,  FARMER  COOPERATIVE 
SERVICE,  department  OF  AGRICULTURE,  telephone 
(202)  447-8282.) 

Department  of  Commerce 

Bureau  of  the  Census 

Survey  of  food  stamp  recipients  (singletime).— 
The  survey,  which  is  sponsored  by  the  Office  of  the 
Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Department  of  Health, 
Education,  and  Welfare.  %vill  be  conducted  as  a  sup¬ 
plement  to  the  Current  Population  Survey  during 
August  1976.  The  questions  asked  are  identical  to  the 
August  1975  supplement  and  include  purchase  or  re¬ 
ceipt  of  food  stamps  in  the  past  12  months,  and  the 
value  of  food  stamps  purchased  in  the  most  recent 
month  for  the  period  April  through  July.  (For  further 
information:  B.  GREGORY  RUSSELL,  BUREAU  OF  THE 
CENSUS,  department  OF  COMMERCE,  telephone  (501) 
765-2775.) 

Department  of  Health.  Education,  and  Welfare 

Center  for  Disease  Control 

Swine  Flu  Vaccination  Tracking  Survey  (single¬ 
time).— Prior  to  and  over  the  course  of  the  Federal 
(Government’s  swine  flue  vaccination  program,  CDC 
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will  sponsor  a  nationwide  survey  to  assess  awareness 
of  its  program,  intent  to  obtain  a  vaccination,  and 
reactions  to  the  program.  The  survey  is  designed  to 
assess  level  of  awareness  and  acceptance  of  the  pro¬ 
gram  in  order  to  assist  Federal,  State  and  local  pro¬ 
gram  administrators  in  achieving  the  goal  of  vac¬ 
cinating  the  entire  population.  Other  surveys  are 
planned  to  monitor  the  effectiveness  of  the  program. 
(For  further  information:  WALTER  GUNN,  CENTER 
FOR  DISEASE  CONTROL.  DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH. 
EDUCATION,  AND  WELFARE,  telephone  (404) 
633-3311  ext.  3141.) 

Department  of  Labor 

Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 

Supplementary  data  system  (annual) .  —To  develop 
information  on  the  characteristics  of  injuries  and  ill¬ 
nesses  in  the  workplace.  State  workers’  compensation 
agencies  will  be  providing  microdata  based  on  First 
Reports  of  Injury  and  closed  cases.  The  data  ele¬ 
ments  are:  county  location,  industry,  date  of  injury 
or  illness,  time  of  accident,  occupation,  nature  of  in¬ 
jury,  part  of  body  affected,  source  of  injury,  accident 


OTHER  REPORTING 


Shown  below,  by  agency,  is  a  list  of  new  forms  ap¬ 
proved  between  June  17  and  July  15,  1976  excluding 
those  described  above.  Questions  or  requests  for  addi¬ 
tional  information  about  any  of  the  forms,  listed  be¬ 
low  should  be  addressed  in  writing  to  Marsha  Trayn- 
ham.  Statistical  Policy  Division,  Office  of  Manage¬ 
ment  and  Budget,  Washington,  D.C.  20503.  Your 
comments  on  the  usefulness  of  this  feature  will  be 
welcomed. 

During  June  approximately  334  forms  reached  their 
expiration  dates  and  are  no  longer  approved  for  use. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 

Request  for  Proposal  for  1977-78  Nationwide  Surveys  of 
Household  Food  Consumption  and  Food  Intake  of  In¬ 
dividuals  with  7  Supplements 
An  Assessment  of  Corporate  Involvement  in  Agricultural 
Cooperatives  in  the  United  States 
A  Survey  of  Dispersed  Recreationists  on  Three  Forest 
Road  Systems  in  Washington  and  Oregon 
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type,  age,  sex,  length  of  service  with  employer,  week¬ 
ly  wages,  extent  of  disability  and  amount  of  com¬ 
pensation.  This  data  base  will  permit  a  wide  variety 
of  analytical  tabulations  for  assisting  Occupational 
Safeth  and  Health  Administration  in  standards  devel¬ 
opment,  compliance  strategy  and  in  formulating 
plans  for  training.  (For  further  information:  Herb 
Schaffer,  bureau  of  labor  statistics,  depart¬ 
ment  of  labor,  telephone  (202)  523-9286.) 

Environmental  Protection  Agency 

Household  Pesticide  Usage  Study  (singletime) .  — 
EPA  will  sponsor  a  nationwide  household  survey  to 
assess  the  magnitude  of  pesticide  usage  and  char¬ 
acterize  the  amounts,  types  and  uses  of  pesticides 
within  the  conterminous  United  States.  The  study 
will  ascertain  whether  users  adopt  appropriate  pre¬ 
cautions  in  application,  storage^  and  disposal  of 
p>esticides,  and  will  obtain  self-report  information  on 
incidence  of  poisonings  associated  with  usage.  (For 
further  information:  HALE  Vandermer,  OFFICE  OF 
PESTICIDE  PROGRAMS.  ENVIRONMENTAL  PROTECTION 
AGENCY ,  telephone  (202)  755-2778.) 


PLANS  AND  FORMS 


DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMERCE 

Reconciliation  Questionnaire,  Housing  Unit  Coverage 
Check,  1976  Census  of  Travis  County,  Texas  (Part  of 
1980  Decennial  Census) 

1977  Censuses  of  Manufactures  and  Mineral  Industries 
Proposed  Products  and  Materials  Inquiry 
1975  Census  of  Wholesale  Trade 
1975  Census  of  Service  Industries 
New  Product  Information  Service 

DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH,  EDUCATION,  AND 
WELFARE 

Survey  of  Nonpublic  Elementary  and  Secondary  Schools 
Vicarious  Achievement  Instrument 
Causal  Factors  in  Selected  Worker  Accidents 
Nationwide  Survey  of  the  Occupational  Safety  and 
Health  Work  Force 

The  Consequences  of  Reproduction :  A  Utility  Model  of 
Reproductive  Behavior 
Quarterly  Showing 

Mount  Sinai  Hospital  Work  Quality  Demonstration  Proj¬ 
ect-Employee  Attitude  Questionnaire 

Statistical  Reporter 


Questionnaires  for  Vocational  Rehabilitation  Agencies  on 
Use  in  1976  FY  Program  Administration  Review 
Instruction  for  Applying  for  Grants  from  Office  of 
Human  Development  Programs 
1976  Survey  of  Hospital  Staff 


Unemployment  Insurance  Program  Quality  Outline 
Analysis  of  the  Effectiveness  of  Counseling  in  the  U.S. 
Employment  Service 

DEPARTMENT  OF  TRANSPORTATION 


DEPARTMENT  OF  HOUSING  AND  URBAN 
DEVELOPMENT 

National  Flood  Insurance  Program  Annual  Report 
Nonunion  Wage  Survey 


U.S.  Coast  Guard  Auxiliary  —  Opinionnaire 
Guidelines  for  Submission  of  Projected  Capital  Expen¬ 
ditures 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  TREASURY 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR  * 

Tribal  Planning  and  Development  Questionnaire 
Application  for  Enrollment  as  an  Alaska  Native,  Family 
Tree  Chart,  Names  and  Addresses 
Village  Selection  Application  and  Native  Group  Selection 
Application 

Special  Recreation  and/or  Land  Use  Application  and 
Permit 

Claim  for  Property  Damage,  Personal  Injury  or  Death 
(Exception  to  S.F.  95) 

DEPARTMENT  OF  JUSTICE 

Letter  of  Inquiry  —  Dairy  Cooperatives 

Economic  and  Rehabilitative  Aspects  of  Prison  Industry 

DEPARTMENT  CF  LABOR 


Application  for  Customhouse  Broker’s  License 
Loans  to  Cooperatives 

ENVIRONMENTAL  PROTECTION  AGENCY 
Hazardous  Waste  Survey 

ACTON 

Assessment  of  Assistance  Provided  By  ACTION 
Technical  Assistance  Demonstration  Project 

U.S.  INTERNATIONAL  TRADE  COMMISSION 

Producers’  Questionnaire  —  Ski  Bindings 
Purchaser’s  Questionnaire  —  Ski  Bindings 
Inporter’s  Questionnaire  —  Ski  Bindings 


1975  Quality  Assurance  Program  for  Occupational  Safety 
and  Health  Statistics 


*  Correction  —  In  the  July  issue  we  mistakenly  reported  as  approved  the 
survey  entitled.  "Mineral  Industry  Manpower  and  Investment  Relationship." 


PERSONNEL  NOTES 


DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 

Statistical  Reporting  Service:  Herbert  M.  Waliers, 
formerly  Statistician-in-Charge  of  the  Wisconsin  State  Sta¬ 
tistical  Office,  has  been  named  Assistant  Administrator. 
Roberi  L.  ScHULl  E  has  been  appointed  Head  of  the  Cot¬ 
ton  and  Special  Crops  Section,  Estimates  Division.  Recent 
assignments  in  State  Statistical  Offices  include  Carrol  D. 
Spencer,  Statistician-in-Char^e,  Wisconsin  and  Donald  H. 
Von  Steen,  Statistician-in-Charge,  Arkansas. 

DEPARl  MENT  OF  COMMERCE 

Bureau  of  the  Census:  CURI  IS  P.  Hill,  Assistant  Direc¬ 
tor  for  Field  Operations,  is  designated  the  Census  Bureau’s 
Post  Office  liaison  for  decennial  planning  activities.  O. 
Bryani  Benion  has  been  designated  Chief,  Organization 
and  Management  Systems  Division.  Henry  J.  Hlsmann  is 
designated  Chief,  Administrative  Services  Division. 
Richard  C.  Buri  has  been  designated  Regional  Director  of 
the  Denver  Regional  Office,  Field  Division. 

Richard  Robinson  has  been  designated  Special  Assist¬ 
ant  to  the  Associate  Director  for  Economic  Fields  and 


George  Pierce,  who  previously  served  in  this  capacity,  has 
been  reassigned  to  staff  planning  the  1978  Agriculture  Cen¬ 
sus.  Arnold  L.  Bollenbacher  has  been  designated  as 
Assistant  Division  Chief  for  Agriculture  Statistics,  Agricul¬ 
ture  Division.  CHARLES  D.  jONES  has  been  designated 
Chief,  Statistical  Methods  Division.  Jerry  L.  Hari  man  has 
been  designated  Chief,  Management  Services  Staff,  Data 
Preparation  Division. 

Don  L.  Adams  has  been  designated  Chief,  Data  Prep¬ 
aration  Division.  WENDELL  McManus  has  been  designated 
Chief,  Geographic  Operations  Branch,  Data  Preparation 
Division.  Peier  R.  Ohs  has  been  designated  Assistant 
Chief  (Economic  Programs),  Economic  Surveys  Division. 
I'HOMAS  C.  Walsh  has  been  designated  Assistant  Division 
Chief,  for  Consumer  Surveys,  Demographic  Surveys  Divi¬ 
sion.  Linda  R.  Murphy  has  been  designated  Chief,  Na¬ 
tional  Crime  Surveys  Branch  and  John  C.  Cannon  has 
been  designated  Acting  Chief,  Travel  Surveys  Branch,  De¬ 
mographic  Surveys  Division.  GERALD  F.  Cranford  has 
been  designated  Assistant  Division  Chief  for  Geoprocessing, 
and  Robert  A.  LaMacchia  has  been  designated  Branch 
Chief,  Program  Development  Brach,  Geography  Division. 
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FEDERAL  RESERVE  BOARD 
Division  of  Research  and  Statistics:  Robert  Eisenbeis, 
formerly  on  the  staff  at  the  Federal  Deposit  Insurance  Cor¬ 
poration,  has  been  appointed  as  Assistant  to  the  Director  in 
the  Division  of  Research  and  Statistics.  Mariha  C. 
Bei  hea,  formerly  with  the  Federal  Reserve  Bank  of  Atlan¬ 


ta,  has  been  appointed  an  Economist  in  the  Banking  Sec¬ 
tion.  Barbara  Offer,  formerly  a  Financial  Economist  with 
Travelers  Insurance  Companies,  has  been  reappointed  to 
the  Board  as  an  Economist  in  the  Banking  Section.  Ray 
MONO  Lombra  has  been  promoted  to  Senior  Economist  in 
the  Banking  Section. 


SCHEDULE  OF  RELEASE  DATES  FOR 
PRINCIPAL  FEDERAL  ECONOMIC  INDICATORS 


September  1976 


Release  dates  scheduled  by  agencies  responsible  for 
the  principal  economic  indicators  of  the  Federal  Gov¬ 
ernment  are  given  below.  These  are  target  dates  that 
will  be  met  in  the  majority  of  cases.  Occasionally  agen¬ 
cies  may  be  able  to  release  data  a  day  or  so  earlier  or 
may  be  forced  by  unavoidable  compilation  problems 
to  release  a  report  one  or  more  days  later. 

A  similar  schedule  will  be  shown  here  each  month 


covering  release  dates  for  the  following  month.  The 
indicators  are  identified  by  the  title  of  the  releases  in 
which  they  are  included;  the  source  agency;  the  re¬ 
lease  identification  number  where  applicable ;  and  the 
Business  Conditions  Digest  series  numbers  for  all  BCD 
series  included,  shown  in  parentheses.  Release  date  in¬ 
formation  for  additional  series  can  be  found  in  publi¬ 
cations  of  the  sponsoring  agencies. 


(Any  inquiries  about  these  series  should  be  directed  to  the  issuing  agency.) 


Date 

September  1 
1 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

3 

7 

7 

8 
8 


Subject  Data  For 

Construction  Expenditures  (Press  release) ,  Census,  C-30  (69)  July 

Condition  Report  of  Large  Commercial  Bank,  Federal  Reserve 

Board  (FRB)  H.4.2  (72) . Week  Ending  August  25 

Open  Money  Market  Rates  and  Bond  Prices,  FRB . August  28 

Money  Stock  Measures,  FRB,  H.6  (85,  102, 

103)  . Week  Ending  August  25 

Factors  Affecting  Bank  Reserves  and  Condition  Statement  of 

Federal  Reserve  Banks,  FRB,  H. 4.1  (93)  .  Week  Ending  September  1 

Wholesale  Price  Index  (Press  release) ,  Bureau  of  Labor 

Statistics  (BLS)  (55,  58,  750,  751,  752) . August 

Manufacturers’  Export  Sales  and  Orders,  Census  M4-A  (506) . July 

The  Employment  Situation  (Pressrelease),  BLS,  (1,  21, 

40,41,42,43,44,740,841-848)  . August 

Plant  and  Equipment  Expenditures,  Bureau  of  Economic 

Analysis  (BEA)  (61)  . 2Q’76andl976 

Monthly  Wholesale  Trade  (Press  release) ,  Census,  BW  . July 

Consumer  Credit,  FRB,  G.19  (66,  113)  . July 

Condition  Re{>ort  of  Large  Commercial  Banks,  FRB,  H.4.2 

(72)  . Week  Ending  September  1 
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Date 


Subject 


Data  For 


September  9 

9 

9 

10 

14 

15 

15 

16 

16 

16 

16 

17 

20 

21 

21 

21 

22 

22 


Money  Stock  Measures,  FRB,  H.6  (85, 

102,  lOS) . Week  Ending  September  1 

Factors  Affecting  Bank  Reserves  and  Condition  Statement  of 

Federal  Reserve  Banks,  FRB,  H.4.1  (93)  .  Week  Ending  September  8 


Quarterly  Financial  Report  for  Manufacturing 

Corporations,  Federal  Trade  Commission . 2  Q’76 

Advance  Monthly  Retail  Sales  (Press  release) ,  Census  (54)  ....  August 
Manufacturing  and  Trade :  Inventories  and  Sales,  BEA 

(31,  56,  71,  851)  . July 

Bank  Rates  on  Short-Term  Business  Loans,  FRB,  E.2  (67)  .  August  1-15 
Condition  Report  of  Large  Commercial  Banks,  FRB, 


H.4.2  (72) . Week  Ending  September  8 

Money  Stock  Measures,  FRB,  H.6  (85,  102, 

103)  . Week  Ending  September  8 

Factors  Affecting  Bank  Reserves  and  Condition  Statement  of 

Federal  Reserve  Banks,  FRB,  H.4.1  (93)  Week  Binding  September  15 

Personal  Income,  BEA  (52,  53)  . August 

Yields  on  FHA  Insured  New  Home  30-Year  Mortgages,  HUD 

(118)  . . . September  1 

Housing  Starts  (Press  release) ,  Census,  C-20  (28,  29)  . August 

Revised  Coiporate  Profits  and  National  Income,  BEA . 2  Q’76 

Consumer  Price  Index  (Press  release),  BLS  (781, 

782,  783,  784) . August 

Real  Earnings  (Pressrelease),  BLS  (741,  859)  . August 

Advance  Report  on  Durable  Goods,  Manufacturers’  Shipments 

and  Orders  (Press  release) ,  Census  (6,  24,  25,  96,  647,  648)  .  August 
Summary  of  U.S.  International  Transactions  (BEA) . 2  Q’76 

Condition  Report  of  Large  Commercial  Banks,  FRB, 

H.4.2 . Week  Ending  September  15 


23  Money  Stock  Measures,  FRB,  H.6  (85,  102, 

103)  . Week  Ending  September  15 

23  Factors  Affecting  Bank  Reserves  and  Condition  Statement  of 

Federal  Reserve  Banks,  FRB,  H.4.1  (93)  Week  Ending  September  22 

24  Average  Yields  of  Long-Term  Bonds,  Treasury  Bulletin 

(115,  116) . September 

27  Export  and  Im|K>rt  Merchandise  Trade,  Census,  FT-900 

(500,  502,  512) . August 

28  Advance  Business  Conditions  Digest ,  BEA : 

(12,  33,  69,  813,  817)  . July 

(5,  10,  17,  45,  59,  62,  810,  811,  814,  815,  816, 

820,  825,  830,  853,  860)  . August 

28  Labor  Turnover  in  Manufacturing  (Pressrelease),  BLS  (2,  3)  .  August 

29  Defense  Indicators.  BEA,  (625)  . August 

29  Work  Stoppages  (Press  release) ,  BLS  . August 
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Date 


Subject 


Data  For 


September  29 

30 

30 

30 

30 


Ck)ndition  Report  of  Large  Commercial  Banks,  FRB,  H.4.2 

(72)  . Week  finding  September  22 

Money  Stock  Measures,  FRB,  H.6  (85,  102, 

103)  . Week  finding  September  22 

Factors  Affecting  Bank  Reserves  and  Condition  Statement  of 

Federal  Reserve  Banks,  FRB,  H.4.1  (93)  Week  finding  September  29 


Agricultural  Prices  (Agriculture) . Mid -September 

Food  Assistance  Programs  Results  (Agriculture) . August 


For  sale  by  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  U-S.  Government  Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.C.  20402. 
Price  85  cenu  (single  copy) .  Subscription  Price :  $9.70  domestic  postpaid ;  $S. SO  additional  for  foreign  mailing. 
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AGENCY  REPRESENTATIVES  FOR  DISTRIBUTION 
AND  NEWS  ITEMS 


«rkulture: 

Richard  Small 

Telephone 

447-6201 

Commerce: 

Statistical  Reporting  Service 
John  Wearmouth  (distribution 

only) 

337-4233 

Office  of  Publications 
Alternate:  Tim  Coss 

377-4233 

Census: 

Harold  Nisselson 

763-2462 

Larry  Hartke  (news  items) 

763-7454 

BEA: 

Ago  Ambre 

523-0777 

I  Ann  Winkler  (personnel  notes)  523-0890 

dense :  Rose  Glubin,  OSD  Comptroller  0X7-0476 

EW:  Richard  Simonson,  Office  of  Sec  245-6412 


PHS: 

(k>oloo  Wunderlich,  OAS 

for  Health 

Louise  Kirby,  NCHS 

443-2660 

(news  items) 

Evelyn  W.  (]k>rdon. 

443-1202 

Food  and  Drug 

443-4190 

NCES: 

0.  Jean  Brandes 

245-8812 

SSA: 

John  J.  Carroll,  Asst  Comsnr 
for  Research  &  Statistics 

(news  items) 

Robert  Robinson,  ORS 

673-5602 

(distribution) 

673-5576 

^UD: 

Douglas  C.  Brooks 

755-9086 

Alternate:  Robert  E.  Ryan 

755-5190 

AS!: 

Susana  Moncayo 

381-8285 

nlerior: 

William  L.  Kendig  (distribution)  343-2195 
Office  of  Management 

Consulting 

Arthur  Berger,  Bureau  of  Mines 

(news  items) 

343-8511 

.abor: 

Joan  Hall  (distribution  only) 
Office  of  the  Secretary 

961-2001 

Labor 

BLS: 

Henry  Lowenstern 

Telephone 

523-1327 

Constance  McEwen 
(news  items) 

523-1660 

ETA: 

Howard  Rosen,  Office  of 

Manpower  Research 

376-7335 

Bernard  Rein 

376-7258 

Robert  Yerger,  Office  of  Research 

and  Development 

376-6456 

Transportation: 

Doris  Groff  Velona 

426-4138 

FHA: 

Thomas  Hyland,  Public  Affairs 

(news  items) 

426-0662 

FAA: 

Patricia  Beardsley 

426-3323 

Treasury: 

Jack  Flood,  Jr.,  Printing  Procure- 

ment  (distribution  only) 

964-5381 

John  Garmat  (news  items) 

964-2006 

IRS: 

Robert  Wilson  (news  items) 

964-6615 

FEA: 

Pamela  H.  Kacser 

961-7686 

Fed  Reserve: 

Robert  M.  Fisher,  R  &  S 

452-2871 

NASA: 

W  A  Greene 

755-8439 

NSF: 

Oiarles  E.  Falk,  Div.of  Science 

Resources  Studies 

282-7706 

Mary  M.  Boyden 

282-7714 

U3.  Civil  Serv.  Comm. 

Philip  Schneider 

632-6808 

USPS: 

James  R.  Duffett,  Special 

Stat.  Projects  Division 

245-4182 

VA: 

Howard  J.  Sharon,  Director  of 

Reports  and  Statistics 
Service 

DU9-2423 

SUBSCRIPTION  ORDER  FORM 

ENTER  MY  SUBSCRIPTION  TO  STATISTICAL  REPORTER  (SRE)  @  $9.70.  Add  $3.30  for  foreign  mailing.  No  additional  postage  is 
required  for  mailing  within  the  United  States,  its  possessions,  Canada,  Mexico,  and  all  Central  and  South  American  Countries  ex¬ 
cept  Argentina,  Brazil,  British  Honduras,  French  Guiana,  Guyana,  and  Surinam.  For  shipment  to  all  other  foreign  countries  include 
additional  postage  as  quoted  for  each  periodical  or  subscription  service. 

Send  Subscription  to: 


NAME— FIRST, 

1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  i  1  1  1  1  1 

LAST 

1  1  1  1  1  1 

1  1  1  M  1  1 

COMPANY  NAME  OR  AOOITIONAL  AOORESS  LINE 

1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1 

STREET  AOORESS 

1  1  1  1  1  i  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1 

1  1  1  1  1  1 

1  1  1  I 

CITY 

1  1  1  1  M  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1 

STATE 

_L 

ZIP  COOE 

1  1  1  1 

PLEASE  PRINT  OR  TYPE 


□  Remittance  Enclosed  (Make 
checks  payable  to  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  Documents) 

r— I  Charge  to  my  Deposit  Account 

^  No.  _ 


MAIL  ORDER  FORM  TO: 
Superintendent  of  Documents 
Governnrtent  Printing  Office 
Washington,  D.C.  20402 


OF  THE  PRESlBfiNT 

f  AND  SDD&ET 

tWmGt€f^;  D.C.  20503 

OFFICIAL  8ilSH4e$& 

7p«nahy  tor  Prjvot®  ilxe,  $3® 


tf 


POSTAGE  AND  FEES  PAID 

OFFICE  OF  MANAGEMENT  AND  BUDGE 


FIRST  CLASS  POSTAGE 


ir> 

CO 


f  T 


•  n. 

•  c*  i  I  T'*  izi 

►  ♦  f  >  .  -•  4  II- 

c*-:  :.r  a-i  c.> 

«  »  *.  I  r  j  fu 

>  -j 


»  ^  tL*  .i.-  > 

C'. .  •  -4  L_J  v_* 


I, 


i 

«  /' 


.•  .sJJ 


I 


-'v 


If 


'  '^)aks 


44.. 


